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KYARBAKIR (AP)^ Turkish Troops have killed 40 
Kurdish g uemB ay in. four' sepaqic clashes in the 
s<HHbea^, trffiaais said Monday. The governor’s 
office for tbesoutbeast region around Diyarh&kir said 
30 rebels was tilled ia fighting near the southeastern 
province of-Suft Other rebels were killed in the 
provinces ofVsn, Hakkari andDijrarbakir. The gover- 
nor^ office did notfsay when Ae clashes 100 k place. 
There was no way to verify the repon from ihdepen- 
deTJt^oorcsv. Onc soldier was killed and five others 
woe. wounded in the operations, it said.- The guerril- 
las been fighting for autonomy in Itafcey’s 
southeast since 1984. The war has cost the lives of 
28.000 people since then. 
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Japan, Egypt to build ‘peace bridge’ 

CAIRO ( AFP) — Egypt and Japan on Monday sealed 
a deal to jointly finance and build a SlbO^million 
“* bridge of peace” over the Suez Canal, foreign min- 
istry officials said. Ossama Ashri, an assistant to the 
Egyptian foreign minister on Japanese affairs, told 
reporters that Egypt will pay $60 million und Japan 
will provide the remaining’ $100 million. He said 
Egypt would build the access to the bridge while 
Japan would build the 70>metRE-hieh bridge. The 
agreement was concluded at the foreign ministry by 
Egypt’s minister of state for planning and internation- 
al cooperation, Zafer B ashri. and the Japanese charge 
d’affaires in Cairo, Milsuo Sukaba. Japan also decid- 
ed to gram Egypt about $10 million “as a contribution 
to the execution of the project.” the Japanese embassy 
said in a statement. 
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Palestinians tear down at Israeli 

■ ■ m 9 mm 

army barrier amidst new clashes 

Arafat seeks 
conference 
on Israeli 

occupation 

practices 


despatches 

IN A TENSE showdown, 
Palestinian , police took 
positions behind barricades 
Monday and turned their 
assault rifles on Israeli 
troops trying to quell a 
stone -throwing protest. 

The incident began when 
several dozen Palestinians 
threw' stones at Israeli sol- 
diers guarding Rachel's 
tomb, an Israeli-controlled 
enclave in Palestinian-run 
town of Bethlehem. 

Israeli soldiers fired rub- 
ber bullets and tear gas to 
disperse die stone-throwers 
and then started approach- 
ing the fttiesrinian-nui area. 
As the troops got closer. 
Palestinian policemen 
began taking positions 
behind walls and barricades 
and turned their Kalash- 
nikov assault rifles on the 
Israeli soldiers. 

“It’s cm the edge. If they 
come closer, we will 
shoot,” said one Palestinian 
policeman who would not 
give his name. 

Israel reportedly fears 
that two masterminds of the 
bombing from Hamas are 
hiding in Bethlehem. 

In a protest against the 
26-day siege of Bethlehem 
earlier Monday, some 40 
Palestinians tore down pan 
of a road barrier of rocks 
and cinder blocks that had 
been set up by Israeli sol- 
diers. 

With chants of “God help 
us,” the protesters, includ- 
ing priests in black robes, 
pushed the blocks, some 
the size -of large TV sets. 
Others dug into mounds of 
earth whh shovels, and 
children used their hands. 
About half an hour into the 
protest, the Palestinians 
brought a bulldozer for 
assistance. 

At this point, Israeli 
troops who bad only 
watched until then, climbed 
onto the barrier to prevent 
the bulldozer from tearing 
it down completely. An 
array commander issued 
orders over a loudspeaker 
that the protesters disperse. 
He .was initially ignored, 
hut the Palesti nians eventu- ■ 
ally decided to withdraw, 
saying they -would be back 
on Tuesday if the siege was 
not lifted by then. 



A Palestinian businessman dressed in a suit (left) uses a 
shovel as another man throws a rock from an Israeli-made 
earth barricade blocking one of this town's exits Monday. 
Some 100 Palestinians, mainly elderly businessmen and 
some Christian and Muslim clergymen, demonstrated at 
this barricaded exit in protest against the continued 
Israeli-imposed closure in effect for the last four-weeks 
(Renters). . ■ 


The clashes which left a 
Palestinian woman' hospi- 
talised, were also spaked by 
the demolishing of four 
Palestinian houses Monday, 
by Israeli soldiers. 

The soldiers opened fire 
with tear gas and rubber 


bullets at youths who pelted 
them with stones after two 
houses were tool down in 
Nabatin village near the 
West Bank city of Bethle- 
hem, witnesses said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


’ Mubai^ and Arafat discuss 
faltering peace process 

AJLEXA1&DR1A (AFP) ~ Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat arrived fiere Monday and went. straight into talks 
with, Egyptian President Hosni .Mubarak on die stalled 
peace process with lsrael, officials said. “The two presi- 
dents arr to examioe the threats that weigh on the peace 
jpnk^ raid ^ratuatita in the* [Palestinian] territories 
because .of the blockade imposed on them” by Israel, said 
Palestini an officrai Zohdi Kudra. The two will try to find 
viable^proposais for renewing the peace negotiations that 
broke off in March after Israel began construction on a 
newJew^shsettkment in Arab east Jerusalem, Palestinian 
officials.. «aid in- Gaza City.. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyaiouti Netanyahu spoke to Mr. Mubarak and His 
Majesty King Hussein Friday to get them to persuade Mr. 
Arafat to crack down on Islamist groups. 


L 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat has 
urged the international 
community to answer a 
U.N. call for a conference 
on enforcing the Fourth 
Geneva Convention in 
Israeli-occupied areas, a 
Palestinian official said on 
Monday. 

The 1949 convention 
deals with protecting civil- 
ians in times of war and 
prohibits changing the 
nature and laws of occu- 
pied lerritories. 

A General Assembly res- 
olution on July IS recom- 
mended a conference be 
convened on measures to 
enforce the convention in 
areas Israel occupied in the 
1967 Middle Ea« war. 

Palestinians and interna- 
tional laws regard Israeli 
settlement-building and 
annexation of occupied 
land as violations of the 
convention. 

“On July 15, the . U.N. 
secretary-general asked 
Switzerland in its capacity 
as the depository nation of 
the Fourth Geneva conven- 
tions, to write to members 
of the U.N. General 
Assembly to meet to dis- 
cuss ways of implementing 
those resolutions,” Pales- 
tinian peace negotiator 
Saeb Erekat told Reuters. 

“Switzerland wrote the 
letters and asked for a 
response no later than Sep- 
tember 20, and President 
Arafat wrote the U.N. 
members on Sunday urging 
them to understand the 
urgency of holding such a 
meeting in light of contin- 
ued Israeli violations,” Mr. 
Erekat said. 

“The Fourth Geneva con- 
vention has not been bind- 
ing on Israel in the Pales- 
tinian-occupied areas 

(Continued on page 7) 


Haddadin says Jordan is building a modest 

9 w 

dam, does not know of other Israeli plans 


By Elkts Zananiri 


THE MINISTER of water 
and irrigation, Munther 
Haddadin, stressed yester- 
day that “Jordan has no 
knowledge of any Israeli 
plans or intentions to build 
a dam- in the Israeli-occu- 
pied Golan Heights or else- 
where*’ and that “we are 
not. party to any Israeli 
designs to any (dam pro- 
jects) thai might touch on 
anv occupied Arab territo- 
ry" 

“It's Jordan and not Israel 
which is building a diver- 
sion dam, which is a mod- 
est structure, on the 
Yarmouk River near Adas- 
siyeh,” the minister told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

“The site of the dam, 
while it is on the border 
with Israel, is determined 
purely by geographical and 
topographical considera- 
tion. It in no way touches 
upon Syrian occupied terri- 
tories or otherwise.” 

The minister was com- 
menting on reports coming 
from Israel that Jordan has 
agreed to build the dam, 
which is. intended to collect 
and divert water from the 


Yarmouk River for Jordan- 
ian use, with Israel on land 
claimed by Israel. 

“The site currently set for 
the dam on the Yarmouk 
River was agreed unequiv- 
ocally with the Jordani- 
ans,” Israel’s water com- 
missioner Meir Ben-Meir 
told Israel’s Haaretz news- 
paper. 

He said the project is set 
for the edge of what before 
the 1967 Middle East war 
was THE Al Himmeh 
enclave southeast of the 
Sea of Galilee, then a 
demilitarised zone between 
Israel and Syria on the 
southernmost slopes of the 
Golan Heights. 

His comments echoed 
remarks made by Israeli 
officials. 

Mr. Ben-Meir said a Jor- 
danian negotiator told 
Israeli counterparts during 
talks about the site: “You 
cannot demand this. It is 
not your land.” But Mr. 
Ben-Meir said “these com- 
ments only fuelled Israeli 
politicians’ insistence the 
dam be built at a site in the 
demilitarised zone.” 

He said that no political 
implications were involved 
in the decision to pick up a 


new site for the dam saying 
that ’ “only technical rea- 
sons” stood behind the 
decision. He confirmed, 
however, that only Jordan- 
ian money is used to cover 
the cost while Israel's role 
is restricted to archaeologi- 
cal rescue operations in the 
area. 

Mr. Ben-Meir noted that 
Jordan “acted and contin- 
ues to act in the preliminary 
construction drillings for 
the dam and has consider- 
able interest in building the 
Ham quickly so that work 
won’t extend into the rainy 
season.” 

The Jordan official news 
agency, Petra, on Saturday 
quoted an official source as 
saying ' that “Jordan will 
build the dam in Al Adas- 
siyeh area between Jordan- 
ian and Israeli territories in 
order to divert its share of 
die Yarmouk waters to King 
Abdullah Canal, as agreed 
in the peace treaty between 
the Kingdom and Israel.” 
The official source noted 
that only Jordanian money 
will be used to cover the 
cost of the project. 

Last week. Israeli Nat- 
ional Infrastructure Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon bad decid- 


ed that the reservoir dam of 
the Yarmouk River at Adas- 
siyeb would be constructed 
within the formerly demili- 
tarised zone of Al Himmeh, 
an area disputed among 
Israel, Syria and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). The area was 
occupied by Israel in the 
1967 war. The Palestinians 
say it was originally part of 
Mandatory Palestine but 
noted that any argument 
with Syria will never pre- 
cede Israel’s withdrawal 
from the site. 

In so doing, Mr. Sharon 
changed the decision made 
by former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. who 
resolved at the time that the 
dam would be constructed 
in territory that was not in 
contention. Before malting 
his decision, Mr. Sharon 
consulted with Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 
Apparently, the infrastruc- 
ture minister received Mr. 
Netanyahu’s support for the 
decision. 

The assessment in Israel 
is that Rabin decided to 
remove die dam from tbe 
demilitarised zone so as to 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S., Jordan sign debt rescheduling agreement 


AMMAN (USIS) — Min- 
ister of Finance Suleiman 
Hafez and U.S., Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Wesley W. 
Egan yesterday signed an 
agreement rescheduling 
payments on about $58.5 
million in loans owed to 
the United States. The 
rescheduling is in accor- 
dance with tbe agreement 
reached on May 23 by the 
creditors of tbe Paris Club 


to reschedule approxi- 
mately $400 million of 
Jordanian debt coming 
clue between June 1, 1997 
and February 28, 1999. 
As a result of the agree- 
ment with the United 
Stales, debt payments due 
during this period are 
postponed until October 
2001 . 

This is the fourth such 
debt rescheduling agree- 


ment between the United 
States and Jordan since 
19S9. Previous agree- 
ments were signed in 
October 1989, May 1992 
and August 1994. In 1994 
and 1995, the United 
States signed agreement 
with Jordan in which the 
government of the United 
States forgave nearly 
$700 million in Jordanian 
debt to the United States. 


The United States was a 
strong supporter of 
rescheduling Jordan's 
debt in the Paris Club 
deliberations in Paris last 
May. This agreement 
recognises the success 
Jordan has had in its mon- 
etary and fiscal policies 
and reflects the confi- 
dence of the U.S. in Jor- 
dan's ability to meet its 
debt oblieations. 


Israeli planes rocket south Beirut; 
Hizbollah explodes roadside bomb 


BEIRUT (R| — Israeli 
planes fired rockets south 
of Beirut Monday and the 
Hizbollah movement said 
it exploded a roadside 
bomb in the latest wave of 
fighting in Lebanon. 

Witnesses in the town of 
Na’ameh, 15 kilometres 
south of Beirut, said two 
planes fired a total of four 
rockets at suspected posi- 
tions of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Com- 
mand (PFLP-GC). 

A PFLP-GC official said 
the raids caused damage 
but no casualties. 

“There were only finan- 
cial losses from the two 
raids. But the Israeli 
planes are still in the area 
so we are delaying' any 


final statement on casual- 
ties.” be said. 

In Jerusalem, an army 
spokesman said. “Israeli 
air force planes attacked 
terrorist targets at 
Na’ameh, south of Beirut. 
Pilots reported accurate 
hits. Ail planes returned 
safely to base.” 

The PFLP-GC, which 
rejects any peace negotia- 
tions witii Israel, holds 
hilltop bases in the 
Na’ameh area, where 
Israeli planes occasionally 
unleash rocket attacks. 

Earlier, South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia 
sources said one of their 
militiamen was wounded 
in a bomb blast in Israel's 
15-kilometre deep south 
Lebanon occupation zone. 


A Hizbollah statement 
said, “a group from the 
Islamic Resistance deto- 
nated a roadside bomb 
against an SLA patrol in 
Bint Jbeil, killing and 
wounding all its mem- 
bers.” 

The latest violence to 
rattle south Lebanon 
served as a reminder that 
efforts to secure peace in 
the Middle East are threat- 
ened on many fronts. 

Monday's roadside 
bomb attack took place 
hours after Hizbollah fired 
rocket-propelled grenades 
and machine guns at 
Israeli forces in the south. 
Security sources in Israel 
said there were no casual- 
ties or damage in that 
attack. 


The assault triggered 
shelling from inside the 
occupation zone which hit 
apartment buildings in the 
southern city of 
Nabatiyeh. security 

sources said. 

Pro-Israeli militia 

sources said tanks in the 
zone fired at suspected 
Hizbollah positions 

around Nabatiyeh. The 
security sources did not 
report casualties from the 
20 shells. 

The violence followed 
battles last week which 
killed 10 civilians, three 
Hizbollah fighters and one 
Israeli -backed militiaman 
— the bloodiest fighting 
since an April 1996 cease- 
fire understanding barring 
attacks on civilians. 


Ross plans 
no trips to 
Mideast 
Rubin 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. special Middle East 
envoy Dennis Ross has no 
fixed plans to visit the region 
and may go only as part of a 
visit by Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, the 
State Department 

spokesman said mi Monday. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
on Monday that Mr. Ross 
intended to visit to follow up 
on Palestinian promises to 
improve security ties with 
Israel. 

But the spokesman. James 
Rubin, said, “Dennis Ross 
has made no decision to 
travel to the region, so that is 
not conecL He will make a 
decision about his travel in 
the context of the secretary's 
decision' about her traveL 

“I can only say that 
Ambassador Ross wOl sure- 
ly accompany Secretary 
Albright on her trip so I 
expect he will definitely be 
visiting tbe region very 
soon. Whether he takes 
additional travel before, dur- 
ing or after will be deter- 
mined in the context of her 
decision as to when to trav- 
el.” 

Mr. Rubin also denied 
Middle Bast media reports 
that Ms. Albright had decid- 
ed to put off her hip to tbe 
region, her first since she 
took over as Secretary of 
State early this year. 

“Albright does intend to 
travel to the region very 
soon, most likely in Septem- 
ber. There has been no 
change in her plans,” he 
said. 

“The prospects for 
advancing the peace process 
on that trip would be 
advanced if tbe Palestinian 
[National] Authority were in 
a position to provide addi- 
tional information [on secu- 
rity matters]... so that tbe 
focus would not be on secu- 
rity. but tbe focus could be 
on restoring die trust and 
confidence that has been so 
unfortunately lost.” be 
added. 


Primary and backup oxygen 
generators fail on Mir station 

Cosmonauts have 2 days oxygen left 


CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Florida (AP) — The three 
men aboard Russia's Mir 
space station lost use of 
both their primary and back- 
up oxygen generators on 
Monday, a potentially seri- 
ous problem, NASA said. 

The men were attempting 
to repair the system when 
last heard from, said 
spokesman Ed Campion, 
and will be back in position 
to communicate with earth 
early Tuesday. But even if 
both still are broken, Mir 
has enough oxygen to last at 
least a couple of days, he 
said. 

‘If you can’t get either of 
the two systems back up, 
then you're facing a serious 
situation,” said Mr. Campi- 
on, speaking by telephone 
from the Johnson Space 
Centre in Houston. 

Russian flight controllers 
do not know the present sta- 
tus aboard Mir because the 
two Russian cosmonauts 


and one American astronaut 
were trying to fix the failed 
solid foel-buming system 
when they had their last 
communication pass of the 
day, Mr. Campion said. 

Neither Russian nor U.S. 
space officials will find out 
whether that system is still 
broken until early Tuesday. 
Tbe primary elektron gener- 
ator was not working, it 
began overheating and shut 
itself down today, Mr. Cam- 
pion said. 

“It could be that tomorrow 
it could be no problem, or it 
could be a fairly significant 
problem,” Mr. Campion 
said 

NASA astronaut Michael 
Foale and his Russian crew- 
mates have had repealed 
problems with this new 
elektron generator, carried 
up by space shuttle Atlantis 
in May. But this is the first 
time since February that a 
crew has had serious trouble 
with the backup system, in 


which solid- fuel canisters 
are ignited to produce oxy- 
gen. 

One of these canisters 
burst into flames in Febru- 
ary, fillin g the station with 
smoke and almost causing 
the crew to abandon ship. 

The cosmonauts were try- 
ing to ignite a canister today 
when the system failed — 
nothing seemed to work. 
The trouble could be witb 
the canister itself or with the 
device in which it’s placed. 
Mr. Campion said Fortu- 
nately, Mir has spare parts 
on board for this igniting 
device, he said. 

Russian flight controllers 
ordered the crew to turn on 
the elektron, which had 
been turned off to conserve 
power since last week. But 
it sbut itself down, likely 
because it was overheating. 
Mr. Campion said. And the 
crew was left, at least tem- 
porarily, with no means to 
produce oxygen. 



An injured Algerian woman is transported on a wheelchair at Algiers hospi- 
tal aftpr a bomb attack in a crowded market in the Al Biar residential district 
of Algiers around 11 a.m. Monday. At least four people were killed and 49 
injured (AFP photo) 
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Sudan rebels attack in Nuba mountains 


ADDIS .ABABA l AFP) — 
The rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) 
on Monday announced that 
it had begun an assault in 
the central Nuba mountain 
region, killing 30 govern- 
ment soldiers and taking a 
garrison. 

“For the first time in three 
years, the forces of the 
SPLA in the Nuba moun- 
tains started an offensive in 
the west ... and captured the 
strategic N1F 


Magda. 


a week ago, 
SPLA spokesman Yasser 
Arman said. 

Mr. Arman, speaking by 
telephone from the Eritrean 

capital Asmara, said that 30 
soldiers of the government 
backed by the National 
Islamic Front (NIF) had 
been killed and many others 
wounded. 

The rebels — who have 
been fighting for 14 years 
to free mainly animist and 
Christian south Sudan from 


garrison. 


domination by the Muslim 
and Arabised north — also 
captured mortars and 

armoured vehicles, be 

added. 

The latest rebel claim 
came as South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
was hoping on Tuesday to 
meet SPLA leader Colonel 
John Garang as part of a bid 
to promote peace with the 
Khartoum junta of General 
Omar A1 Bashir, to whom a 
□umber of breakaway rebel 


factions have rallied. 

South African presiden- 
tial spokesman Parks 
Mankahlala said Mr. Man- 
dela planned to meet Col. 
Garang with a view to facil- 
itating talks between the 
SPLA leader and General 
Bashir, but a rebel 
spokesman last week indi- 
cated that any hint of a 
meeting between the 
Sudanese rivals was “first 
circulated by Khartoum to 
the utter amazement" of the 


Iran wants 
extradition 
of banker 
arrested 
in France 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
judicial authorities are urg- 
ing France to extradite an 
Iranian banker arrested by 
French police on corrup- 
tion charges, the press here 
reported Monday. 

Hedayat Ashtari-Laraki. 
head of the French branch 
of the Iranian bank Sepah. 
i* suspected of embezzling 
up to SI 2.5 million. 

The managing director of 
the bank. Valiollah Seif, 
said Tehran was doing 
everything it could to bring 
about Ashtari-Laraki’s 
extradition. 

"A team of Iranian 
lawyers and inspectors has 
been present during the 
French police's interroga- 
tion" of Ashtari-Laraki, he 
said. 

But Mr. Seif said that 
French police plan to put 
the banker on trial in 
France because that is 
where he has committed 
his crimes, and that he has 
already made one court 
jppearance before a French 
judge. 

Ashtari-Laraki has been 
wanted for two years for 
embezzlement. 


Egyptian ministry informed 
North Korean envoy missing 


CAIRO (.AFP) — The Egypt- 
ian Foreign Ministry said 
Monday that it had been 
informed by the North Korean 
embassy here that the North 
Korean ambassador to Egypt 
was missing. 

“We were informed about 
the disappearance of the 
ambassador by the North 
Korean embassy 12 hours 
after he left his residence Fri- 
day afternoon." said Said 
Ragab. a foreign ministry offi- 
cial responsible for Asian 
affairs. 

In Seoul. South Korean For- 
eign Ministry officials said the 
ambassador, Jang Sung-GiL, 
and his actress wife were try- 
ing to defect to a third coun- 
try. 

Yonhap Television News in 


Seoul, quoting an unnamed 
senior foreign ministry offi- 
cial, said that Ml Jang, his 
wife, and his Paris-based 
elder brother and two children 
had “already arrived” in the 
United States. 

Mr. Ragab said the “con- 
cerned Egyptian authorities" 
were immediately informed 
about the ambassador's disap- 
pearance and “if he has left 
Egypt already he could only 
have done it under a false 
identity.” 

“We first checked around 
with hospitals to see whether 
he had had an accident but did 
not find him ” Mr. Ragab said 

A North Korean diplomat 
here Monday denial the 
reports the ambassador had 
defected and said he was “in 


the embassy." 

“The ambassador is in the 
embassy.” said the North 
Korean diplomat contacted by 
AFP by telephone. Asked if 
be could be reached the 
diplomat, who refused to 
reveal his identity, said 'lie is 
very busy.” 

North Korean embassy 
security guards here also 
roughed up several journalists 
. Monday looking into the 
reported defection, witnesses 
said 

The family in Paris, identi- 
fied by Yonhap as Mi. Jang's 
older brother, his wife, son 
and daughter, reportedly dis- 
appeared from their residence 
on the same day, Friday, that 
Mr. Jang was reprated miss- 
ing in Cairo. 


BETHLEHEM ROADBLOCK: Israeli soldiers on Monday prevent Palestinian protestors from removing a road 
block put up by the Israeli army at the eastern entrance of Bethlehem. Soldiers stopped the group of protestors 
who also brought a bulldozer to remove the barrier Israel sealed off Bethlehem and other Palestinian cities on the 
West Bank as part of the sanctions imposed after a double suicide bombing in Jerusalem on July 30 (AFP photo) 


Iran’s new foreign minister calls 
for expanded ties with Cuba 

in the construction of Iranian 
oil and sugar refineries, along 
with the sale of pharmaceuti- 
cals and the sending of Cuban 
medical personnel to Tehran 
Trade between the two coun- 
tries stands at only $20 million 
a year. Cuba and Iran share a 
common foreign policy tenet 
in their opposition to what they 
describe as the hegemonic 
polices of the U.S., which has 
tried to internationally isolate 
the two countries. Iran opened 
relations with Cuba after the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
new foreign minister, Kalam 
Kharazi, called Monday for 
expanded ties with Cuba, 
which has already signed sev- 
eral cooperation accords with 
the Islamic republic. 

“Relations between the two 
countries are good but they 
could develop further" Mr. 
Kharazi said during a meeting 
with Cuba's new ambassador 
to Tehran. Dario Orora Turin te. 
the Islamic Republic News 
Agency reponed. 

Mr. Kharazi, who became 


foreign minister last week 
under Iran's new president, 
moderate cleric Mohammad 
Khatami, also urged an 
increase in official visits 
between Cuba and Iran. 

The new Cuban ambassador 
said that his government also 
wanted to develop relations 
with Iran, adding that two 
Cuban political and economic 
delegations would soon visit 
Tehran. 

Havana and Tehran signed a 
cooperation accord which 
inclucks Cuban participation 


Relatives visit jailed • 
British nurses in Riyadh 
ahead of awaited verdict 


I 


RIYADH (AFP) — Relatives 
of two British nurses accused 
of killin g an Australian col- 
league visited the women in 
prison in Saudi Arabia ahead 
of an anxiously awaited ver- 
dict. a British diplomat said 
Monday. 

‘The families arrived last 
night, and they met the nurses 
this morning,” said the diplo- 
mat, who requested anonymi- 
ty- 

Deborah Party’s sister and 
brother-in-law, Sandra and 
Johnathan Ash bee. and 

Lucille McLauchlan's mother 
went to the jail in the city of 
Dammam where the nurses 


have been imprisoned since 
December the official said. 

Their visit comes at a cru- 
cial time as a Saudi court is 
expected to pass any day its 
verdict on the two nurses, 
charged with the murder of 
55-year-old Yvonne Gilford 
af the King Fahd hospital in 
Dhahran. near Dammam, on 
December 11. 

British diplomats said last 
week that the Islamic court of 
Khobar, near Dhahran, would 
deliver its verdict within days. 

The Saudi authorities had 
yet to respond to a request that 
the women be moved to a bet- 
ter prison. -- 


* Window of opportunity 9 seen for Palestinian media 


By George S. Hishmeh 

USIA 

WASHINGTON — There is a 
“window of opportunity” to create 
an independent media in the 
Palestinian-run areas of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, accord- 
ing to prominent Palestinian jour- 
nalist Daoud Kuttab. 

“We have a chance." he told an 
audience of U.S. government offi- 
cials, journalists and writers and 
human rights activists at the Cen- 
tre of Policy Analysis on Palestine 
earlier this week. 

Mr. Kuttab is director of the 
Institute of Modem Media at A1 
Quds University, an educational 
television station, which may be 
also described as a Palestinian 
version of the .American television 
network. C-SPAN. It concentrates 
on broadcasting sessions of the 
Palestinian legislature or other 


seminars or lectures of general 
public interest in the West Bank or 
the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Kuttab gained international 
attention when he was briefly 
jailed earlier this year for broad- 
casting unedited television cover- 
age of the deliberations of the 
fledgling Palestinian Legislative 
Council, which is sometimes crit- 
ical of Palestinian Authority (PA) 
chairman Yasser Arafat 

His problems with the Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA) 
began when he found out that his 
non-stop coverage of the legisla- 
ture’s sessions were being 
jammed by the PNA-controlled 
Voice of Palestine television sta- 
tion. When Mr. Kuttab resorted to 
distributing his coverage on tele- 
vision casseties to other local tele- 
vision stations, he was arrested by 
the Palestinian police. 

As a result of his arrest and the 


subsequent international outcry, 
the PNA formed a commission 
under Information Minister Yasser 
Abed Rabbo to draft legislation 
on press freedoms. The commis- 
sion includes representatives from 
the media and public interest 
groups but there has been no indi- 
cation yet when the commission 
will come up with the new legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. Kuttab reported that there 
have been “mixed signals” from 
the PNA since 1993 when the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) assumed control in the two 
territories occupied by Israel in 
1967. He noted that although 
there has never been any censor- 
ship. several journalists have been 
arrested and newspapers and pub- 
lications confiscated. 

On the other hand he said, new 
publications have been launched 
and the Palestinian areas now 


have private radio and television 
stations. The only Arab state with 
private electronic media is 
Lebanon. He attributed this prolif- 
eration, in part, to fears within the 
Palestinian leadership that Israel 
may one day decide to obstruct 
official television and radio sta- 
tions should peace negotiations 
falter further. 

Mr. Kuttab quoted lyad Serraj. 
the Palestinian commissioner for 
citizens rights, as saying that there 
has been a significant decrease 
this year in human rights viola- 
tions by the PNA. 

He gave credit to Mr. Abed 
Rabbo for tbe growth of local 
radio and television stations in the 
different cities where the PNA has 
full control, adding that local 
politicians have found the local 
television station “an important 
outlet" for their aspirations. 

There are 19 private television 


stations and four radio stations in 
the West Bank cities but none in 
Gaza. He described their political 
orientation as “centrist” although 
there may be evidence of some 
favouritism toward one political 
group or another. 

According to Mr. Kuttab, the 
mushrooming of local television 
and radio stations has given rise to 
popular “call-in” shows which 
local politicians clamour to 
appear on. 

He also said his station's cover- 
age of the legislature has prompt- 
ed local newspapers to increase 
coverage of these deliberations. 

Mr. Kuttab indicated that he was 
grateful for the support of U.S. 
Consul General Edmund Abing- 
ton during his incarceration. “He 
came and saw me on the third 
day” 


Kuwaiti police 
investigate beating 
of S. Lankan maids 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwaiti police axe investigat- 
ing the case of three Sri 
Lankan maids who sought 
shelter at their embassy here 
after complaining that they 
were beaten by their employ- 
er, an official said Monday. 

The three maids, all in their 
20s. fled to tbe embassy last 
week complaining of “tor- 
ture” and “inhumane treat- 
ment" by their employer, a Sri 
Lankan embassy official said, 
asking not to be named. 

'The Kuwaiti sponsor and 
tus wife denied” ill-treating 
the maids,’ the official said, 
but added that ‘Recording to 
the metical certificates and 
the maids’ evidence we are 
going to proceed” with legal 
action. 

The case has been reported 
to the police and the results of 
tbe investigation will then be 
presented to the public prose- 
cution. 


Turkish-Cypriot leader 
warns of war in Cyprus 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turk- 
ish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash said Monday that 
a new war could erupt on 
the divided eastern 
Mediterranean island if the 
Greek Cypriots are allowed 
to join the European Union 
(EU). 

‘The membership of the 
Greek Cypriots to the EU 
under the title of the Gov- 
ernment of Cyprus will 
strip the Turkish Cypriots 


of their rights. 

“And tbe remedy to this is 
a war,” Mr. Denktash told 
reporters in Nicosia's Turk- 
ish-held sector, ■ according 
to the Turkish-Cypriot 
news agency TAK. 

Mr. Denktash also said he 
saw no point in continuing 
U.N.-sponsored intercom- 
munal reunification talks 
with Cyprus President 
Glafcos Derides, a Greek 
Cypriot 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO _ TV" V.T 

15:00 Square One TV Jerra Sancta Church TeL 

15:30 _ Dos House 

15r35 French Pro^S Anglican Chun* Tel. 652826. 

16:00 Album Show 

18:10 French Programmes TeL 77133 1 

19:00 -News in French AJ™«an Orthodox Church 

19: 3Q -News Headlines 775-J 61. 

iQ.*q h SL Ephraim Chnrcta TeJ. 

20 : 00 1::::::::::::::::::::::::: t* 7717 ^- 

20:30 -Encounter Amman International Church 

21:10 Dev. — Nature of Things TeL 5516245 

22:00 - News in English Evangelical Lutheran Church 

22:30 West Beach TeI - S2*«2S. 

23:15 .Mini-series German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 68S404 
Tbe Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

PRAYER TIMES 654W2. 

04:40 .Fajr Church of Nazareoe TeL 

06:02 (Sunrise) Duha 675691. 

12:37 Dhuhr The Evangelical Local Church 

16:15 ‘Asx hi Amman Tel. 811 295 

19:13 -Maghreb English-speaking 

20:35 *Isha Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 
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moderate and seas calm. 

Amman 17/27 

Aqaba 23/35 

Deserts 16/31 

Jordan Valley Z2/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28, Aqaba 35 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 48 per 
cent, Aqaba 32 per cent 




7-. j .. ■" - _ • 

Electric Power Company (09)900560 

636381 Ibn Sina Hospital ..<09)986732 

RJ Flight Information A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 

0853200 (09)990990 

Queen AEa Inti. Airport 08- IRBID: 

53200 Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

HOSPITALS Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

Hussein Medical Centre (02)247100 

813813/32 

Khalhti Maternity. —64428 1/6 FOR I{^J^y?5 ULER 

AkOeh Maternity — 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

64236' 1 AKKlVALb 

Malhas, J. Amman — .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707 1 “V® 1 Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 08:05 .Sanaa (RJ) 

University Hospital ......845845 08*20 -...Damascus (RJ) 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 10:15 -Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain (RJ) 

The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 10 *-^ - -Bri™ (RJ) 

AI-AUL Abdali 6641 64/6 10:40 -Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

Italian , Al-Muteyreen 777101/3 10:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Al-Bashir. - 775111/26 *7:30 London (RJ) 

Army.Marka S9I611/15 17:40 Frankfurt IRJ) 

Queen Alia Hospital 17:40 New York. Amsterdam 

602240/50 (RJ) 

Amal Hospital 674155 19:30 ~ Cairo (RJ) 

Tbe Arab Centre for Heart 01:00 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

and Special Surgery — 865199 01:30 Madrid (RJ) 

, 05:00 Dubai (add) (RJ) 

ZARQA: 06:50 — . Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

Zanja Govt Hospital (09)983323 Other Flights 

Zarqa National Hospital 09d)0 „ Cairo (MS) 


KhaKfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
TeL 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of tbe Annunciation 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 

661757. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Fine weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures lower 
than average by 3-5 degrees 
centigrade and winds northwest- 
erly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 


Food Control Centre ...63711 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661 Hi 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 

637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

U SEF UL Blood Bank .775121 

TELEPHONE Highway Police 843402 

NUMBERS T rirffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

NIGHT DUTY 630321 

AMMAN: Hotel Complaints -.605800 

Dr. Yousef Rashid .875792 Price Complaints 661 176 

Dc Khafi] JbaE —740740 Water and Sewerage Com- 

JOe WaHdAl Masri 675485 plaints .897467 

De Jum'a Aba Dhiab ..758848 Amman Municipality Com- 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 plaints 787 \ 1 1 

Al Asema pharmacy ....637055 Telephone Information (direc- 

A1 Salam pharmacy ..—636730 lory assistance) 121 

Yacoub pharmacy ...-644945 Overseas Calls 010230 

Shmdsani pharmacy —637660 Central Amman Telephone 

Nairoukh pharmacy -.623672 Repairs 623101 

Najib pharmacy 847632 Abdali lUephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 i 

.... -2SI4S4 Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

,f — i Water Authority .....680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
.982799 - - -815615 


IRBID: 

Dn Ahmad Qann 
Al Quds pharmacy ... 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WafidHalaseh 


13:00 Riyadh (SV> 

14:30 .Dubai (EK) 

16:40 Istnabul (TK) 

18:05 Kiev (6U) 

21 JO Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:50 Aden (IY) 

23:35 JLamaca (CY) 

23:45 . — Amsterdam (KL) 

00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

01:25 Jakarta (GA) 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 

04:25 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) F ligh ts 

08:45 -Aqaba (RW) 

10rtl5 -Amman (QAIAKRW) 
10:50 Amman (Marika Airport) 
(RW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

19:30 — A mman (QAJAl (RW) 

22 JO Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

■ 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut tRJ) 

09:00 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12£5 ....Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:45 .-Amsterdam. Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 


13:10 Paris (RJ) 

13:30 Abu Dhabi, Kuala 
Lumpur (add) (RJ) . . . 

14:05 London (RJ) 

14:05 Madrid (RJ) 

16:00 Cairo (RJ) 

21:25 Jeddah (W)’.± 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:00 ... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22:25 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
02:25 Madrid (RI) 


Other Flights 

04:30 Riyadh (SV) 

10:00 Cairo (MS) 

17:40 Istanbul (TK) 

19:05 Kiev (6U) 

20:15 Dubai (EK) 

22:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:50 Aden (TY) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

02:25 ...London (GA) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Alberts (OA) 

04:00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Rights 
07:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09:15 _Aqaba(RW) 

10:30 -Amman (QA1A) (RW) 
17:45 Amman (Marfca AupOft) 
(RW) 

18:55 .Tfel Aviv (RW) 

21:30 —Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
22to0 Aqaba (RW) 


t- 

H- 


Hi‘ 

$ u'ujrd'- Hamzeh 

Tihc hriuade com 

> ^ r> otrt'' rmanccs * 

rtf the Roval U 

Foreesp 



nan's fi rtf vv 


i 

f 


ulia Mukhli 


The maids, who the official 
named as G.P. Sandaya, 
KMLA. Maneke and KA.S. 
Nawakkara. told a local news- 
paper last Thursday that they 
bad been beaten and burnt by 
tbeir employer, with whom 
they had a two-year contract. 

The official said about 300 
maids are now sheltering in 
tbe embassy, but 80 or 90 per 
cent of tbeir complaints con- 
cern non-payment of wages, - 
which tbe embassy tries to . ; 
settle directly with the 
employers. 

The official said there are ~. 
about 10 maids wbo have;-; 
complained about being beat- 7 : 
en. btit none as seriously as'*’' 
the three latest victims. 

Some 107,000 Sri T anlrans ' 
live in Kuwait most of them 
working as domestic servants 
wbo can expect to receive 
monthly salaries of about 
$U5(o $130. 
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Jordan limes, Tuesday, August 26, 1997 





GRADUATION: His Majesty King Hussein Monday congratulates sharpshooters following a target practice 
at the Royal Guard's Hamzeh Ben Abdul Muttaleb Brigade. The King attended the graduation ceremony o£ 
army officers at the brigade compound and observed several exercises including tae kwon do, judo, and other 
martial arts performances. He later distributed awards to the graduates. Monday's events were attended by' 
several members of the Royal family members, Prime Minister Abdul Salaro Majaif, and high-ranking army 
officers (Jordan Armed Forces photo) 


Amman's first woman taxi driver steers her course 


By Nadia Mukblfc 

Special id the Jordan Times 
■ 

AMMAN — The first 
female taxi driver in Jordan 
is u 52-year old widow, sup- 
porting a family of five chil- 
dren and 19 grandchildren. 

Muyassar Abu Hawa is a 
Jordanian citizen who lived 
a comfortable life until her 
husband's death. Suddenly 
she was faced with unex- 
pected difficulties. Forced 
to earn an income. Ms. Abu 
Hawa became a taxi driver 
after holding several posi- 
tions* including a private 
teacher, a freelance writer, 
and an assistant in an adver- 
tising company. 

She obtained a public 
vehicle driving licence in 
1992,.in order to work as a 
driving trainer, which she 
subsequently' never did, 
because “they never found 
my name in the traffic regis- 
ter book," she told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

“I asked a taxi driver to 
lease his car [to] me for JD 
20 a day,", she said. 

*The driver did not 
believe me at first and after 
I showed him my driver’s 
licence be agreed to take me 
for a driving test and was 
amazed by my driving pro- 
ficiency and accepted my 
request/’ she said. 

After Ms. Abu Hawa’s 
story hit the press, leading 
to 33 interviews, the propri- 
etor of the car decided to 
elevate tbs' rental fee to JD 
25 per day, to which Ms. 
Abu Hawa replied by giving - 
the car keys back to the 
owner. 

She then went to another 
taxi company, which agreed 
to lease- a car for JD 17 a 
day, on the condition that 
she work from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. daily. 

At this point she faced 
other problems. 

Elderly, men started to 
object, saying that driving is 
a man’s job and that “there 



Muyassar Abu Hawa stands by her taxi on her 12-hour shift (Petra photo) 




are too many young men 
without jobs, and it wasn't 
fair for women to take up 
their job opportunities,” Ms. 
Abu Hawa said. 

After quitting her second 
job, she was contacted by a 
third taxi company that 
agreed to lease her a car, 
which she has been driving 
for three months now. 

“The owner [agreed] to 
give me the car with a lease 
of JD 15 aday on the condi- 
tion that I cover all car 
repair expenses which come 
up to JD 5 a day. noting that 
the usual car lease is 
between JD 20-22 a day,” 
she said 

“I work from 7:30 a.rn. 
until late at night to cover 
all my responsibilities 
which are becoming a bur- 
den on my shoulders” she 
went on. 

T pay JD 20 a day to the 
car owner and around JD13 
a day for gas which leaves 
me with a two to four dinar 
profit a day and sometimes 


less,” she said 

Ms. Abu Hawa hopes to 
own a private car, which can 
be acquired only if a com- 
pany agrees to give her a 
registered name for her 
automobile. 

“If I can get this approval. 
I can buy a new cor from 
any agency exempted from 
custom duties and pay 
monthly payments for a car 
that wifioe my own in the 
end,” she said. 

“They should grant me 
my demand as an excep- 
tional case, being the only 
woman taxi driver in Jor- 
dan,” she told the Jordan 
Times. 

As to how people react 
when they find out that their 
driver is a woman, she said 
that she has never been 
exposed to offensive treat- 
ment from passengers and 
that Jordanian citizens are 
very generous and kind. 

They respect that she is 
responsible fora family, and 
is working at an “hon- 


ourable job” to afford an 
appropriate living, she con- 
tinued. 

“One man in Irbid sent me 
a mobile phone and JD 200 
’ in a closed envelope signed 
‘from a benefactor'," Ms. 
Abu Hawa said. 

Similar stories of good- 
will have come across Ms. 
Abu Hawa's path. 

“One day f took a few 
women from Juwaidah to 
Zarqa and back again and 
they refused to let me go 
without having lunch with 
them and gave me JD 20, 
perfume, and wrist watch as 
a gift," she said. 

“J chose this field of work 
and I am proud of it and will 
continue working in it; my 
only wish is if I could get 
my own car so that the work 
1 achieve is spent on a car I 
own. 

“My job is a proof that 
women can work hon- 
ourably in any field and suc- 
ceed in tbeir jobs jusr os 
good as men," she said. 
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Majali, NPC discuss election issues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Monday expressed 
the government’s readiness 
to engage in dialogue with 
all groups and political par- 
ties and ro listen to views 
that a re in the nation’s 
interest. 

Dr. Majali spoke at a 
meeting with representa- 
tives of the National Con- 
stitutional Party lNCP>. led 
by its Secretary General 
Abdul Hadi Majali. and 
was accompanied by 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Services and Minister of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment Abdullah Ensour. 

The prime minister 
exchanged views with the 
NCP delegation concerning 
the upcoming parliamen- 
tary elections and means of 
ensuring tbeir success, 
according to NCP 
spokesperson Hakam 
Kheir. 

Describing the meeting 
as productive, Mr. Kheir 
said die two sides also dis- 
cussed the NCP's proposals 
concerning the elections, 
and stressed that the NCP 
will take pan in the upcom- 
ing elections, which they 
consider a sacred national 
duty that will further the 
democratic process in the 
country. 

Expressing the NCP's 
conviction that the elec- 
tions will be fair and free, 
Mr. Kheir explained that 
bis party, with the govern- 
ment. plans to open a dia- 
logue with the other politi- 
cal parties next week to 
determine an appropriate 
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Prime Minister Abdul Saiam Majali Monday meets in his office with representatives 
of the National Constitutional Party (NCP). led by its Secretary General Abdul Iluili 
Majali | Petra photo) 


mechanism for the elec- 
tions, adding that trans- 
parency is a basic require- 
ment for parliamentary and 
democratic life. 

-”We are looking forward 
to electing a parliament 
that truly represents vari- 
ous shades of political 
views and the whole politi- 
cal spectrum." according to 
Mr. Kheir. 

The NCP. formed from 
the merger of nine parties 
in May. encourages all citi- 
zens to lake pan in the elec- 
tions as a national duty, he 
continued. 

The prime minister 


briefed the NCP delegation 
on the outcome of (he dia- 
logue sessions held so far 
between the government 
and the Islamic Action 
From and the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement, 
two parties which have 
already declared their 
intention of boycotting the 
elections, he said. 

"We have found that the 
government has good 
intentions and | is] ready to 
be open and receive all 
views," Mr. Kheir added. 

The NCP is maintaining 
contacts with the opposi- 
tion parties in order to 


reach a general consensus 
over the best solutions to 
current political issues, he 
concluded. 

The Majali-NCP meeting 
came on the heels of a 
meeting Sunday between 
the prime minister and the 
leaders of five opposition 
parties which intend to par- 
ticipate in the Nov. 4 elec- 
tions. 

The government intends 
to hold another dialogue 
session with the pro-boy- 
cott panics next week, 
according to Minister of 
State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi. 


JTAA seeks 
to boost . 
tourism 

IRBrD (Petra) — The Jordan 
Travel Agents Association 
(JTAA) Monday urged all trav- 
el and tourist offices operating 
in Jordan to work out compre- 
hensive and joint programmes 
in their respective areas to 
increase the number of Jordan- 
ian and foreign visitors to 
archaeological sites. 

JTAA spokesperson Lam’i 
Haddadin made the appeal at a 
meeting held in the nonhem 
city of Irbid with representa- 
tives of travel agencies, hotels, 
and other tourism industry 
organisations. 

"The time has come for tire 
private sector to assume its role 
and shoulder its duty in this 
respect through helping Jorda- 
nians learn about their coun- 
try’s archaeological treasures 
and to orient them on the 
importance of tourism,” he said. 

The association is cooperat- 
ing closely with the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities in 
drawing up legislation and reg- 
ulations guaranteed to stimulate 
the tourism industry, he added. 

The JTAA plans to conduct a 
tour of the archaeological sites 
in northern Jordan for represen- 
tatives of the travel and tourist 
offices there to examine the 
nature and the standards of ser- 
vices offered to visitors, he 
explained. 

Next month, the JTAA plans 
to i nvi te heads of various 
tourism-related organisations 
for a general meeting to discuss 
the possibility of holding a- 
natiooal conference to design a 
comprehensive tourism strategy 
for Jordan. Mr. Haddadin relat- 
ed. 

In aider to secure sufficient 
capital for marketing Jordan at 
home and abroad, the travel and 
tourist offices could merge in 
order to better compete against 
foreign tourism firms and oper- 
ate successful tourist pro- 
grammes, Mr. Haddadin sug- 
gested. 

Outlining JTAA’s pro- 
grammes to his audience, he 
said the association was ready 
to organise training courses for 
the travel and tourist offices 
personnel. 

Representatives of the tourist 
and travel agencies in Irbid 
Governorale presented their 
demands, including new legis- 
lation to stimulate the tourism 
industry, and requested that 
their agencies be allowed to 
own and operate tourist trans- 
port vehicles to facilitate group 
trips. 

They also demanded that 
these agencies be allowed to set 
up their own resthouses and 
restaurants at archaeological 
sites in order to offer better ser- 
vices to tourists. 



Prime Minister Abdul Saiam Majali Monday meets with Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Sa*d Hayel Srour to discuss the upcoming Nov. 4 general elections. The 
meeting was attended by Deputy Prime Minister for Services and Minister of Admin- 
istrative Development Abdullah Ensour (Petra photo) 
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Srour urges participation in elections 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament 
Saad Havel Srour Mon- 
day issued an appeal to 
the political parties that 
declared their intention 
to boycott the 1997 gen- 
eral elections to recon- 
sider their position and 
participate in the democ- 
ratic process. 

After a meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Saiam Majali and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
for Services and Minis- 
ter of Administrative 
Development Abdullah 
Ensour, Mr. Srour dis- 
closed that he had helo 
meetings with political 
parties, including the 
Islamic Action Front 
(IAF), as well as the 


Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, in order to 
encourage their mem- 
bers against boycotting 
the elections. 

"I reiterate my call on 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
and the IAF. as well as 
the other political 
groups, to join hands in 
promoting the democrat- 
ic process through par- 
ticipation in the coming 
elections on Nov. 4." Mr. 
Srour said. 

Referring to the meet- 
ing with Dr. Majali. he 
said discussion covered 
preparations for the par- 
liamentary' elections and 
the outcome of the dia- 
logue sessions which Dr. 
Majali has held with rhe 
heads of political 
groups. 


The prime minister 
renewed the govern- 
ment's call for all citi- 
zens to exercise their 
constitutional rights to 
run for Parliament and 
vote in the upcoming 
elections, and said the 
government welcomes 
dialogue with all groups 
and parties bound to 
safeguard the national 
interest, he continued. 

Mr. Srour urged all eli- 
gible citizens to vote mi 
that the new Parliament 

can assume its role bv 

* 

addressing various prob- 
lems and render deci- 
sions by the principle of 
majority vote, which 
should be respected by 
the minority. 


Several hospitals to merge — Kurdi 


MADABA (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Health plans to 
merge several neighbouring 
health centres in order to 
raise the standard of their 
services and cut expenses. 
Minister of Health and Med- 
ical Care Ashraf Kurdi 
announced Monday. 

During a tour of hospitals 
and health centres in Mada- 
ba Govemorate and the 
Thiban district. Dr. Kurdi 
said the ministry is in the 
process of appraising the 
conditions and the level of 
service of the comprehen- 
sive and primary health care 
centres prior to the proposed 
mergers. 

The ministry is keen on 
providing the best health 
service to the public through 
government-run hospitals 


and health centres, the min- 
ister said. 

The proposed measures 
will be taken after consulta- 
tion with the heads of health 
departments in the various 
govemorates. he added. 

In order to improve the 
standard of medical ser- 
vices. the ministry has plans 
to despatch doctors, special- 
ists, nurses, and other cadres 
abroad to acquire more skill 
and efficiency, he explained. 

During the tour, the minis- 
ter was briefed by Madaba 
Governor Abdul Karim 
Malahmeh about the general 
health situation in the gover- 
noraie, including advance- 
ment of the Thiban health 
centre, extension of evening 
office hours at the pharmacy 
of the Nadim Government 


Hospital, and provision of 
sufficient medicines. 

While inspecting the 
Nadim Hospital, the minis- 
ter met with doctors, heard 
their requests and views, and 
promised to find solutions to 
the problems discussed. 

He also promised suffi- 
cient medical appliances and 
drags and to strengthen the 
dialysis unit. 

Dr. Kurdi .stated that the 
ministry in October will 
announce a tender for a hos- 
pital to be built in Thiban. 
adding that an initial sum of 
JD 300,000 has been allocat- 
ed for the project. 

The minister visited other 
medical centres in the 
region. 
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Indian and Pakistani troops 


continue heavy border clashes 


JAMMU. India (R) — Indian and Pakistani troops 
exchanged artiUeiy fire along their Kashmir border for the 
fifth consecutive day Monday, Indian authorities said. 

Troops fired mortar bombs and rockets at each other 
along the military line of control in Uri and Kupwara dis- 
tricts north of Srinagar, the summer capital of India's 
Jammu and Kashmir state. 

But there were no reports of casualties and the firing was 
less intense than during a 48-hour stretch to Saturday when 
five people including three civilians were killed on the 
Indian side of the Himalayan border and at least four died 
on the Pakistani side. 

“The intensity of the exchange of fire is less than com- 
pared to previous days,” said a defence official in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s winter capital, Jammu. 

“Intermittent firing including artillery 1 is still on, but since 
last night the intensity has reduced a biL” a military official 
in New Delhi said. 

India and Pakistan Sunday' accused each other of unpro- 
voked cross-border firing in 'Kashmir, the cause of two of 
the three wars between the neighbouring nations since inde- 
pendence in 1947. 

India Sunday said two Indian soldiers and three civilians 
Were killed over a 48-hour stretch to Saturday by heavy 
Pakistani shelling in two sections of the Himalayan region. 

A military official in New Delhi said Monday that over 
die past three days. Pakistan had fired at least 1,500 rounds 
of artillery, including 1 20mm guns, in some cases targetring 
civilian areas. 

India said most of the firing Friday and Saturday took 
place in the Uri and Kargd sectors along the line of control 
that separates the Indian and Pakistani armies. 

KargiJ, a border town in the La dakh region, is at an alti- 
tude of 3.000 metres and is 220 kilometres northwest of 
Srinagar. Uri also lies near the border and is 102 kilometres 
north "of Srinagar. 

Indian officials said that Sunday shelling spread to 
Knp warn, almost 90 kilometres north of Srinagar, and that 
Monday there was small arms fire in the Poonch sector of the 
Jammu region, 250 kilometres northwest of Jammu city. 

Both nations have had troops stationed along the 
Himalayan border since they fought the first of two wars 
over the region in 1947, only two months after gaining 
independence from Britain. 

The two sides regularly exchange small arms fire but 
resort to artillery and mortar less often. 

The latest surge in cross-border firing preceded the third 
round of peace talks between top level Indian and Pakistani 
diplomats set for mid-September in New Delhi. 

India controls two-thirds of the mountainous region and 


Pakistan one third, but they both claim the entire area. 

Pakistan insisted Monday there has been no unusual 
activity in disputed Kashmir, despite reports from India that 
51 Pakistani soldiers have been killed there. 

There has been “no unusual activity along the line of con- 
trol (LOC),” which delineates the Indian and Pakistani 
zones of divided Kashmir, a Defence Ministry spokesman 
said here Monday. 

Pakistan accused New Delhi of spreading propaganda, 
saying the Indians had their own motives for deliberately 
blowing up the situation. 

One reason could be that India wanted to “cover up” its 
“unprovoked” firing on the Pakistani side of the control line 
Friday, they said, in which they claimed three civilians were 
killed and three others injured. 

The officials, rejected as “baseless” Indian claims that 
there had been'an upsurge in firing from Pakistan. 

“It is (a) known Indian pattern of sabotaging the process 
of dialogue initiated between Pakistan and India,” the 
Defence Ministry spokesman said. 

“It also betrays India's gimmick to smoke-screen the fresh 
phase of operation against Kashmiri mujahedeen (freedom 
fighters) for the right to self-determination,” the spokesman 
said. 

After a diplomatic freeze lasting several years, the two 
countries opened talks in March to resolve their outstanding 
issues, diplomatic jargon for the 50-year-old Kashmir ques- 
tion. 

The third round of the foreign secretary level talks is 
scheduled for September in New Delhi, but no date has yet 
been fixed. 

A separatist drive by Kashmiri militants on the Indian side 
of the Muslim dominated territory has claimed more than 
20,000 lives since 1989. 

India accuses Pakistan of training and infiltrating mili- 
tants in Kashmir. 

Pakistan, which extends its political and diplomatic sup- 
port to what it calls the Kashmiris' “legitimate struggle” for 
self-determination, denies the Indian charges. 

Foreign office officials here say Pakistan in the past sev- 
eral times suggested that India agree to deploy neutral 
observers along the LOC to monitor alleged infiltration 
from the Pakistani side. 

But India has not accepted the proposal. 

U.N. military observers have been monitoring the LOC 
along the Pakistani side of Kashmir but India has not 
allowed them to do so from its side. 

Foreign office officials here claim Indians are trying to 
hide their “repression” of the Kashmiri people by rejecting 
the proposal. 
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Chinese President Jiang Zemin addresses the 10th World Conference on Tobacco or Health held in Bering. 
Organisers of the anti-smoking conference warned Sunday that Asia Is the newest battleground for Western ciga- 
rette manufacturers and faces the biggest threat of deatb and disability from tobacco (Reuter photo) 
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Australia considers 


buying cruise missiles 


CANBERRA (R) — Aus- 
tralia said Monday it was 
i onsidering purchasing 
long-range cruise missiles, 
a move that defence ana- 
lysts immediately labelled a 
potential trigger for an arms 
race in South East Asia. 

“Studies on this issue are 
continuing,” a spokesman 
for Defence Minister Ian 
MacLachlan said, empha- 
sising that no purchase was 
imminent. “We already 
have a potent strike force of 
F-lll aircraft and sub- 
marines.” he said. 

One defence official told 
Reuters that if missiles such 
as 1,500 kilometres range 
Tomahawks were bought, 
they would supplement 
rather than replace Austra- 
lia's existing long punch, its 
fleet of F-lll strike 
bombers. 

Australia's F- 1 1J fleet has 
been in service for more 
than 20-years and will 
remain operational until 
2020 . 

Defence analyst Andrew 
Mack said a Tomahawk 
purchase could spark a 
regional arms race. He 
urged Australia to seek 
instead an Asia-Pacific trea- 
ty banning such weapons. 

“There is a very real risk 
if Australia is the very first 
country to introduce these 
long-range, highly destabil- 
ising. cruise missiles, other 
countries will want to have 
them," Mr. Mack told Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration Radio. 

That would diminish 
Australian security, particu- 
larly because Australia 
plans to monitor the vast air 
and sea space to its north 
with over-the-horizon ra- 
dars built in the middle of 
the continent — ideal tar- 
gets for a long-range cruise 
missile. 

“1 think it would be a sen- 
sible idea, just as we have a 
South East Asian nuclear 
weapons free zone and we 
have a South Pacific mic- 
lear weapons free zone, f 
think we should have a mis- 


sile-free zone,” Mr. Mack 
said. 

The Tomahawk, built by 
Hughes Electronics' Cotp. 
Ghm. N, achieves long 
range by cruising on its jet 
engine like an aeroplane — 
thus the term “cruise" mis- 
sile — rather than being 
thrown on a ballistic trajec- 
tory by a rocket motor. 

Designed in the 1970s but 
since improved, the Toma- 
hawk can be launched from 
ships, submarines and the 
ground and showed great 
accuracy in the Gulf War 
against Iraq. 

Aircraft-launched cruise 
missiles would have less 


range. 


South East Asian armed 
forces currently have little 
strategic reach. Their strike 
capabilities are embodied 
almost entirely in short- 
range fighters designed 
more for air-to-air combat 
than for hauling bombs and 
missiles. 

One Australian defence 
department source, who 
asked not to named, told 
Reuters that a cruise missile 
arms race would neutralise 
Australia’s current strategic 
advantage. 

Alone among countries 
south of China. Australia 
operates a group of power- 
ful strike bombers: 35 F- 
111s, which can hit targets 
more than 2,000 kilometres 
away with large weapon 
loads delivered with preci- 
sion accuracy. 

The F- 11 l*s variable- 
geometry wings spread out 
for it to cruise efficiently at 
high altitude like an airliner, 
and then swing back so the 
heavy aircraft can roar in to 
the target area at high speed 
and extremely low level. 

“The last thin g we want to 
do is start a cruise-missile 
arms race,” the defence 
source told Reuters. 

The Royal Australian Air 
Force is already equipping 
the F-Ills with shorter- 
range missiles to improve 
their ability to hit heavily 


Indonesia dismisses Timor 


rebel leader’s proposal 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
dismissed Monday a propos- 
al from an East Timor rebel 
leader for the former Por- 
tuguese colony to have a 
similar relationship with 
Jakarta as the United States 
shares with Puerto Rico. 

In a message recorded in 
the mountains of East Timor 
and broadcast on Portuguese 
television on Friday, Mr. 
Konis Santana said his rebel 
movemeat would accept the 
transformation of East Ti- 
mor into a state associated 
with Indonesia, in the same 
way as Puerto Rico is linked 
to die United States. 

Puerto Rico has almost 
total autonomy with just for- 
eign relations and defence 
the province of the U.S. gov- 
ernment 

“We take the view that any 
solution which gives the 
people of East Timor the 
right to exercise self-deter- 
mination is acceptable,” Mr. 
Santana said in the broad- 
cast “Puerto Rico forms a 
viable working model.” 

However, Indonesian Fo- 
reign Ministry spokesman 
Ghaffar Fadyl dismissed the 
proposal and questioned Mr. 


Santanas credentials. 

“Who does he represent? 
He represents a minority 
which is not satisfied with 
the integration (of East 
Timor into Indonesia), but 
he certainly does not repre- 
sent the majority of the peo- 
ple of East Timor," Mr. 
Fadyl told Reuters. 

Mr. Fadyl sad the two 
existing U.N.-sponsored 
forums on East Timor — the 
tripartite talks between In- 
donesia and Portugal and the 
All-Inclusive East Timorese 
Dialogue (AETD) — were 
the place for any new pro- 
posals. 

“If any solution can be 
found, it will done be 
through the tripartite talks 
and foe AETD,” Mr. Fadyl 
said. 

“They are free to propose, 
they are free to say what 
they want, but will it be 
practical? Will it be some- 
thing useful? It's nothing 
new. It is foe same thing 
over and over again,” he 
said. 

The United Nations has 
never recognised Indone- 
sia’s 1976 annexation of 
East Timor. 


BELTING i AFP) — As 
many as one-third of all 
Chinese males now under 
foe age of 30 will .die of 
smoking-related diseases. 
Health Minister Chen M in- 
zhang told foe 10th World 
Conference on Tobacco or 
Health here Monday. 

The dire prediction was 
reinforced by World Health 
Organisation (WHO) Di- 
rector General Hiroshi 
Nakajima, who described, 
the growing tobacco epi- 
demic in developing coun- 
tries as “a fire in foe ever- 
expanding global village.” 
Mr. Chen's forecast was 
based on foe conclusions of 
a recent Sino-British study 
that investigated foe smok- 
ing habits of one million 
people who died between 
1986-1988 in rural and 
urban China. ‘These new 
results indicate that tobacco 
mil kill one-third of all the 
young men in China if foe 
current rate of people taking 
up smoking persists," he 
said, adding that the coun- 
try’s tobacco-control lobby 
faced “a huge task.” 

The current smoking rate 
among Chinese aged 15 
years or above is 37.62 per 
cent, 3.74 percentage points 
higher than in 1984. The 


average age of those taking 
up foe habit dropped from 
23 to 20 during ;the same 
period. . 

“Of just over 300 million 
males now aged 0-29, about 
200 million will become 
smokers. If they continue to 
smoke throughout their 
lives. 100 million will even- 
tually be killed by tobacco.” 
the minister said. 

Half of these deaths will 
occur before the age of 70. 
he added. There are already 

750.000 deaths a year — or 

2.000 every day — from 
smoking-related diseases in 
China, most of them men, 
Mr. Chen said on the second 
day of foe five-day global 
conference. According to 
official figures, there are 
nearly 320 million smokers 
in China — 300 million of 
then men — in a popula- 
tion of 1.22 billion. Ciga- 
rette production is a wholly 
state-controlled sector in 
China and. despite the ap- 
palling health 'costs, Mr. 
Chen admitted that the gov- 
ernment could not afford to 
simply ban. or even restrict, 
their manufacture. 

“Tobacco is still a key 
economic sector in China, 
and anyway the smoking 
habit cannot be quit in just 


one day," Mr. Chen said, 
adding that production sim- 
ply reflected demand. 

China earned 41 billion 
yuan (S4.9 billion) in tax 
revenues from cigarette pro- 
ducers in 1993. but foe eco- 
nomic loss through ill 
health in foe same year was 
65 billion yuan. 

While foe government has 
introduced some restrictions 
on leaf tobacco production. 
Mr. Cben stressed that the 
eradication of demand 
through education was foe 
only genuine control mea- 
sure. 

China sought to encour- 
age bans on cigarette adver- 
tising in early 1995. but so 
far only 10 cities have been 
recognised as “advertising- 
free.” 

WHO chief Nakajima 
voiced deep concern at foe 
new Chinese statistics re- 
vealed by Mr. Chen. 

“Stronger measures are 
needed to slow the increase 
in this epidemic of tobacco 
mortality in China - and 
everywhere else in the 
world,” he said, adding that 
developing countries were 
especially at risk. 

Each year tobacco causes 
about 3.5 million deaths 
globally, and this will inc- 


rease to 10 million annual 
deaths during the 2020s, 
Mr. Nakajima said, add ing 
that seven million of those 
deaths would occur in the 
developing world. 

“The absence of an inter- 
national agreement protect- 
ing less developed countries 
from foe marketing assault 
of foe tobacco, giants makes 
these countries even more 
vulnerable,” Mr. Nakajima 
said. 

He also warned that Chi- 
na's eventual entry into the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) may prompt foreign 
tobacco firms to label Chi- 
na’s restrictions on foreign 
cigarette imports as an tin-" 
fair trade 'practice and 
demand their removal. 

“We must make sure they 
are not allowed to do this,” 
Mr. Nakajima said. 

The triennial conference 
is being hosted, by ,the, 
Chinese Association on. 
Smoking and Health and ttye 

Chinese Medical Associa-" 

% 

tion. under the auspices of 
several international bodies, 
including the WHO and the 
United Nations Children's 
Fund. It is foe first time it 
has been held in a develop- 
ing country. 
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Danish support for EU Amsterdam Treaty rising — poll 
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COPENHAGEN (R) — A 
growing number of Danes 
support foe European Un- 
ion’s (EU) Amsterdam Treaty 
reforms but many still remain 
undecided, the latest opinion 
poll showed Monday. 

Forty per cent of respon- 
dents said they would vote 
for the changes and 29 per 
cent against if a referendum 
were held today, according to 
the Vilstrup survey published 
in foe Pclitiken daily. 

But 22 per cent did not 
know how they would vote 
on foe treaty, agreed by an 
EU summit in Amsterdam in 
June, and nine per cent 
intended not to vote. 


EU leaders decided in 
Amsterdam to leave the Wes- 
tern European Union defence 
grouping independent of the 
union, to grant Britain and 
Ireland opt-outs from a plan 
to lift internal border checks, 
to make job creation a formal 
EU goal, and to increase 
cooperation in foreign policy 
and asylum policy. 

The summit left key institu- 
tional reforms to be taken 
early next century. 

Denmark has so far not set 
any date for a referendum on 
foe treaty but foe most likely 
time appears to be in May, 
after its Supreme Court gives 
a final ruling on a legal chal- 


lenge to foe constitutionality 
of foe country’s existing 
treaties with foe EU. 

An Aug. 8 Greens poll 
showed 32 per cent voting to 
accept foe treaty and 31 per 
cent rejecting it, with a solid 
36_5 per cent uncertain how 
they would vote. 

The Supreme Court hear- 
ing follows foe High Court's 
dismissal of a suit by a group 
of Danes, which charges that, 
since joining the EU in 1973, 
Denmark has ceded national 
authority to European institu- 
tions in breach of its own 
constitution. 

Most analysts expect foe 
appeal to fail, but if it suc- 


ceeds the government must 
either renegotiate all its EU 
treaties or amend the consti- 
tution. both long and tortuous 
processes. 

Danes traditionally have a 
lukewarm attitude to Europe. 
They shocked their fellow 
EU members by flatly reject- 
ing the Maastricht Treaty on 
closer European cooperation 
in a referendum in 1 992. 

They only voted to ratify 
foe treaty foe following year 
on condition that Denmark 
opt out of economic and mo- 
netary union, a joint defence 
structure, cross-border polic- 
ing and a common asylum 
policy. 


' I.'.* 

■i'.’uic :c_v 

' M: ‘ 




m ■■■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ * ^ 


-V- 

*- aul 




k C _ . „ 
k ,r ' « ITT 

■ — Mill 


Form 

photo 


J* ; 

a'* 


ir.: me; 






?p 


• K s. 


■' i- - V. 


cuJr.'i.. 

■ 

■5 :v Ji.ru p: 

w lih j 

' ^ kc resren 


pr.v 


Ir-e 


,s ivt Ins; 


■unmuniiton. 


^nimuni- 


but ie 
‘ imph^d that if 
‘ tad clii.'A £ j 

the 

^ pro-* 


’- N- s. . | 


Sweden shocked by news of forced sterilisations from 1935 to 1976 


eminent 

Aoutd 

^ndj 
% 


defended targets. 


Beijing mayor appointed party chief 


BEIJING (AFP) — Beijing 
Mayor Jia Qinglin has been 
appointed to foe capital's 
top post of Communist 
Party chief, replacing the 
architect of foe country’s 
anti-corruption drive, Wei 
Jianxing. the Xinhua News 
Agency said Monday. 

Mr. Wei had held the post 
since 1995, following foe 
dismissal of foe disgraced 


former incumbent, Chen 
Xitong, who was implicated 
in a massive corruption 
scandal. 

Previously responsible for 
directing the high-profile 
ami-corruption campaign 
launched by President Jiang 
Zemin in 1993. Mr. Wei's 
appointment had always 
been considered temporary. 


STOCKHOLM. (AFP) — 
Swedes have in recent days 
been shocked to learn that 
consecutive Swedish gov- 
ernments quietly conducted 
forced sterilisations on 

60.000 men and women 
from 1935 until 1976 in a 
bid to create a stronger Swe- 
dish race. 

The revelation came last 
week in a series of inves- 
tigative articles by Swedish 
journalist Maciej Zareraba 
in foe country's largest 
newspaper, Dagens Nyhe- 
ter. 

The Swedish government 
could now face thousands of 
claims for compensation, 
although there are no offi- 
cial statistics on how many 
people who underwent the 
procedure are alive today, 
according to the Swedish 
Board of National Health. 

The compulsory sterilisa- 
tion law allowed doctors or 
the courts to decide if some- 
one should be sterilised, and 
was aimed at weeding out 
“infierior people." “single 
mothers with many chil- 
dren,” “deviants.” “gypsies" 
and “mixed race” people 
from foe Swedish popula- 
tion, according to Zaremba. 

One of foe p rimar y mo- 
tives for the practice, ac- 
cording to Mr. Zaremba, 


was economic: The stronger 
and healthier the Swedish 
race, foe fewer people that 
required social benefits. 

It is this aspect that has 
perhaps shocked foe most: 
that Sweden's world-fa- 
mous cradle-to-grave wel- 
fare society, implemented 
by foe Social Democrats 
who have dominated Swe- 
dish politics since foe 
1 930s, benefited from a 
cruel practice that was app- 
roved unanim ously by par- 
liament. 

To what extent the eco- 
nomic motive hides xeno- 
phobic sentiments is diffi- 
cult to determine. Accor- 
ding to history professor 
Maija Runcis, only some 
five per cent of those ster- 
ilised were non-Swedes or 
“mixed race.” 

The law, which was quiet- 
ly dropped from the law 
books in 1976. has never 
been mentioned in history 
books nor been a public 
issue, largely because of foe 
shame involved, according 
to observers. The press has 
taken a cautious approach to 
the stoty. careful not to sen- 
sationalise foe issue. 

“The reason it has been so 
quiet about this is because it 
runs so deep, it is so awful,” 
Social Affairs Minister Mar- 


got Wallstroem said at the 
weekend, after announcing 
that she would raise the 
issue of compensation with 
foe Social Democratic gov- 
ernment. 

The leader of foe Christian 
Democratic Party. Alf 
Svensson. has called for the 
establishment of a parlia- 
mentary commission to 
examine foe issue. 

The news of foe policy, 
which to many reeks of 
Aryanism and Nazi-style 
race purification, comes less 
than a year after revelations 
that Sweden delivered rail- 
way tracks and ball bearings 
to Nazi Germany during 
World War JI and was paid 
for the deliveries in gold, 
despite the fact Sweden was 

officially neutral. 

The details of foe sterilisa- 
tion policy and personal 
accounts are just beginning 
to emerge. 

Maria Nordin, now aged 
72. underwent forced steril- 
isation at foe age of 17. 

She was sent away to a 
school for foe learning and* 
socially disabled because 
she had bad eyesight and 
could not read foe black- 
board. Glasses were never 
made available to her. 

Miserable at foe special 
school, she was forced to 


sign a document in 1943 
giving foe government the 
right to sterilise her — the 
only way she was allowed 
to leave the school. Her 
family was not informed by 
authorities. 

After living with the quiet 
shame for decades, Ms. 
Nordin sought compensa- 
tion from foe government in 
1996, but it was denied on 
the grounds that the proce- 
dure was legal at foe time. 

Ms. Walistroem's decision 
to raise foe issue with foe 
goverment coujd mean that 
compensation could be 
granted. 1 

According to Mr. Zarem- 
ba. many European coun- 
tries discussed foe idea of 
eliminating foe weak in 
society’, but Sweden. Den- 
mark. Nazi Germany. Nor- 
way, Finland, Estonia and a 
Swiss canton were the only 
ones to pul foe theory into 
practice. 

History Professor Gunnar 
Broberg said Sweden's po- 
litical elite believed they 
were doing foe right thing. 
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. The Social Democrats sorfly sterilised aged 17 in 1943, pictured at her home in 
and doctors saw sterilisation Gavle. The Swedish government is considering compen- 
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A heavily wounded Cambodian guerrilla fighter, loyal .to ousted eo- Premier Prince Norodom Ranariddh, with bis 
T-shirt covered in blood is helped across the border by Thai soldiers. Cambodian troops loyal to strongman Hun 
Sea overran roost of CySmacfa in fierce fighting which continued late Sunday (Reuter photo) 


Zambian government denies it 
wanted to assassinate Kaunda 


LUSAKA (AFP) — The 
Zambian government Mon- 
day vehemently denied 
claims that it had warned to 
assassinate former Presi- 
dent Kenneth Kaunda at the 
week-end, though he was 
grazed by a bullet at a rally 
Saturday. 

Vice-President Brigadier 
Godfrey Miyanda told re- 
porters there was no way 
the government could kill 
Mr. Kaunda, leader of the 
United National Indepen- 
dence Party (UNIP). 

Other senior government 
officials, including Minister 
of Information and Broad- 
casting David Mpamba 
have expressed similar sen- 
timents. 

“I categorically deny that 
we want to kill Kaunda. We 
have no intention of elimi- 
nating him or any opposition 
leader. If things happened 
the way it has been reported 
in the press then it is very 
sad," Mr. Mpamba said. 

He warned Mr. Kaunda 
that there was a legitimate 
government in place which 
be should respect. 

“He ’(Kaunda) has said 
before that this country is 
under autopilot leadership 
but be should realise that 
there is an elected govern- 
ment in place,” Mr. Mpam- 
ba stated. 

Reacting to the incident, 
the minister in charge of 
central province, Abel 
Chambeshi, said police were 
instructed to disrupt the rally 
to prevent a fight with a pro- 
government group. 

But he said he regretted 
the use of live ammunition. 

'The use of live ammuni- 
tion is regrettable but it 
must be emphasised that if 
the police had allowed the 
rally to continue the reac- 
tion from pro-government 
supporters would have been 
violent,” he said. 

Mr. Kaunda was grazed 
by a bullet u the head, fired 
by a sniper at a failed oppo- 
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Former Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda (Renter 
photo) 


sition rally in the central 
town of Kabwe Saturday. 

The chairman of the oppo- 
sition alliance, Roger 
Chongwe, was also hit in 
the neck by another sniper. 

Police say investigations 
have been launched into 
what happened in the nor- 
mally quiet and peaceful 
town. . 

Mr. Kaunda charged that 
the incidents were intended 
to assassinate himself and 
Mr. Chongwe, but added 
that he would continue his 
fight to remove President 
Frederick Chiluba through 
non-violent means. 

Tension was high Monday 
both in the capital and the 


former mining town, which 
is also the base of UNIP. 
Hundreds of heavily armed 
paramilitary and riot police 
— most of them trained by 
Israelis — have been strate- 
gically deployed. 

Mr. Kaunda claims that 
most of the newly trained 
police officers are cadres of 
the ruling . Movement for 
Multiparty Democracy 
(MMD). 

Most people in the country 
did no t know about the assas- 
sination attempt because the 
state-run Zambia National 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(ZNBC) — : radio and televi- 
sion — blacked out the story 
for about 24 hours. 


killed in Kashmir, political 
leader escapes assassination bid 

SRfttAGAR (AFP) — 

Twelve people were killed 
Monday in separatist vio- 
lence across the troubled 
Indian state of Kashmir 
while i political leader es- 
caped an assassination bid, 
police said. 

Police said Muslim sepa- 
ratist rebels ambushed a 
military. convoy in the nor- 
thern district of Kupwara 
early Monday, killing a 
major and a soldier. 

Two rebels, identified as 


Afghans, died in the ensu- 
ing gun battle. 

In a separate incident, Tbj 
Mohiuddin, a leader of the 
main opposition party in the 
state, survived an attempt 
on his life in Srinagar when 
gunmen opened fire at his 
car. 

Tt was a narrow escape, 
one of the bullets brushed 
by His coat,” a spokesman 
for Mr. Mohiuddin ’s Cong- 
ress Party said. 

Police said six other mili- 


tants and two civilians died 
in other incidents across 
Kashmir. 

More than 20,000 people 
have died in Indian-admin- 
istered Kashmir since 1989. 
The disputed state is held 
divided between India and 
Pakistan. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
fomenting insurgency in 
Kashmir by helping mili- 
tants to infiltrate Indian-ad- 
ministered territory. Islama- 
bad denies the charge. 


Thai premier sends in navy as floods kills 6 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai 
Prime Minister Chaowalit 
Yongchaiyudh said Monday 
that four navy ships as well 
as soldiers were being sent 
to southern Thailand, where 
floodwaiers up to .two 
metres deep have killed six 
people. 

The six died and one was 
missing after they were 
washed away in the torrents 
caused by tropical storm 


Ci da, an Interior Ministry 
official told AFP. 

The ministry said 20 pro- 
vinces have seen flooding 
since the waters began to 
rise Friday, and an addition- 
al four provinces were suf- 
fering from serious flooding 
with some areas cut off 
from the outside world. 

Konsag Leumanomont, 
governor of Chumphon, the 
worst affected province, said 


helicopters were sending 
rice, food and water to dis- 
tricts that have been com- 
pletely cut off for two days. 

The governor said it was 
impossible to estimate the 
extent of the damage at this 
early stage, with flood 
waters still as high as two 
metres in some places. 

Flooding affects the lives 
and property of Thais every 
year. 


Taiwan’s 




to reunify 
with China 

TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 
President Lee Teng-Hui 
opened the 1 5th puny con- 
gress of the rating Kuo- 
mintang (KMT) Monday 
pledging to reunify with 
China and step up efforts 10 
boost the island's small 
number of diplomatic al- 
lies. 

Mr. Lee, also KMT chair- 
man, attacked Beijing's he- 
gemony but promised to 
adopt a peace-oriented poli- 
cy towards Taiwan's arch 
rival which considers this 
Nationalist island part of its 
territory. 

Outgoing Premier Lien 
Chon, meanwhile, urged 
Beijing to end cross-strait 
hostilities by reopening top- 
level talks with Taipei and 
facilitating the exchange of 
visits by leaders. 

"We will not, and there is 
no need, to seek so-called 
'independence' since the 
Republic of China (the offi- 
cial name of Taiwan) has 
been a sovereign stale for 
the past 86 years,” Mr. Lee 
told the opening ceremony. 

'It is our ultimate goal to 
seek reunification of all 
China under freedom, de- 
mocracy and prosperity on 
the principles of reason, 
peace and recriprocality,” he 
told the 2300 delegates. 

Taiwan has been split 
from mainland China since 
Communist forces drove 
Nationalist troops here at 
the end of a civil war in 
1949. Beijing has since re- 
garded the island as a rene- 
gade province. 

Taipei strongly opposed 
the “hegemonistic mentality 
of Chinese Communists” 
and would never accept the 
"one country, two systems'* 
formula under which Hong 
Kong is to be ruled follow- 
ing its return to Chinese rule 
on July 1, Mr. Lee added. 

But he said Taiwan would 
strive for the future of all 
Chinese with the “utmost 
patience and pragmatic ac- 
tion” and- care for the liveli- 
hoods of the people in Hong 
Kong and Macau. 

Mr. Lee is expected to be 
reelected KMT chairman 
Tuesday to consolidate his 
power. Mr. Lieij, who re- 
signed last week over social 
disorder centered on a string 
of unsolved brutal crimes, is 
to retain the vice-chairman- 
ship with three other party 
heavyweights. 

“We hope the Communist 
Chinese authorities will 
abandon their prejudices 
and resume cross-strait dia- 
logue to pave way for a win- 
win situation,” Mr. Lien said 
in his administrative report. 

He hoped the two sides 
could end almost 50 years of 
hostility by (he end of the 
20th century to create a cli- 
mate in which “Chinese do 
not fight against Chinese ” 

China has suspended top- 
level talks since raid-1995 
to protest a landmark trip by 
Mr. Lee to the United Slates 
which it viewed as move 
promoting independence. 


Artillery, mortar fire resumes after 
Cambodian town falls to Hun Sen 


CHON CHOM PASS. Thai- 
land (Ri — Artillery and 
mortar fire resumed in inter- 
mittent bursts on the 
Cambodian border Monday, 
less than 12 hours after the 
Iasi royalist stronghold fell 
to troops loyal to strongman 
Hun Sen. witnesses said. 

The witnesses said they 
were surprised ro bear inter- 
mittent artillery and mortar 
fire coming from the direc- 
tion of O'Sraach. the last 
base of troops loyal to 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
because the royalists had 
said they were low on 
ammunition. 

Troops loyal to Mr. Hun 
Sen fira) back more than 20 
artillery and mortar rounds 
late Monday morning, and 
the shells exploded just me- 
tres away from the barbed 
wire dividing the besieged 
town and Thailand. 

Fighting has been taking 
place in various parts of 
Cambodia since Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
ousted Prince Ranariddh as 
first prime minister after 
bloody clashes July 5-6 in 
Phnom Penh. 

After several weeks of 
fighting and fierce weekend 
battles around O’Smach, 
the last group of Prince 
Rana-riddh’s troops were 
seen Sunday afternoon tak- 
ing down the picture of 
King Norodom Sihanouk 
from the town's main pavil- 
ion. 

They put the picture in 
their last armoured person- 
nel carrier (APC), then 
waved to reporters and 


drove away. About 50 other 
soldiers collected their pigs 
and belongings and walked 
out of the town behind the 
APC. 

Bur Monday morning, 
about five royalist soldiers 
reemerged and were seen 
strolling up and down the 
town's main surer. 

Witnesses and officials on 
the Thai side of the border 
said it appeared they were 
trying to provoke Hun Sen 
troops, who were dug in just 
metres from the header, to 
fire in the direction of 
Thailand. In the past, when 
shells spilled over onto Thai 
soil, Thai soldiers fired back. 

Thai officials on the bor- 
der said Hun Sen’s troops 
had control of the town, but 
were likely clearing mines 
left by the royalists and the 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
who fought beside them. 

“They (Hun Sen soldiers) 
are hiding there in town and 
they would take some time 
to dear the landmines and 
booby traps before they 
appear,” a Thai officer said. 

Meanwhile, at one refugee 
camp in Thailand, the Cam- 
bodian civilians seemed to 
be preparing for a long stay. 
The men were seen cutting 
trees as they prepared shel- 
ters for their families. 

**We are making shelters 
for the family to live in and 
then we‘il go back into the 
jungle to continue fighting,'* 
Major General Chan Dura, a 
royalist officer, told Reuters 
at the camp. 

Some refugees have 
turned the makeshift camp. 


established last week, into a 
trading zone io earn some 
money. 

A fresh food market was 
set up inside the camp with 
refugees setting up their 
wares on the ground. 

“1 earn about 200 baht 
($6. 10) profit from trading," 
said Haem Sakom, who 
bought fresh food from Thai 
merchants over the barbed 
wire surrounding the camp 
to sell to his fellow refu- 
gees. 

Many of the refugees said 
they preferred to live under 
plastic sheets and brave nun 
or the blazing sun rather 
than go back to Cambodia. 

Cambodian government 
forces Monday clashed with 
a small group of former 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
who have joined the side of 
the royalist resistance in the 
country's northwest, mili- 
tary officials said. 

About 50 former Khmer 
Rouge rebels who defected to 
the government last October 
were now fighting govern- 
ment troops near O'Tea vil- 
lage, said General Bun Seng, 
commander of the Bananv- 
bang-based Fifth Military 
Region in northwest Cambo- 
dia. 

“The government is fight- 
ing them now,” he said. 

His troops were closing in 
on the small band, which 
had received money and 
weapons from opposition 
forces fighting for Prince 
Ranariddh, Gen. Bun Seng 
said. 

He said the fighting with 
the group first flared on 


Aug. 15 at O'Tea, a village 
two kilometres from the 
border with Thailand's Trat 
province. 

Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
from the northern jungle 
base of Anlonc Veng fought 
alongside Prince Rana- 
riddh’s ragged unity in 
O'Smach. 

The group of 50 ex- 
Khmer Rouge rebels were 
now fighting for their last 
pocket of territory in O’Tea. 
about 300 kilometres south- 
west of O'Smach. Gen. Bun 
Seng said. The conflict had 
sent civilians fleeing the 
area, he added. 

“More than 2,000 civil- 
ians fled to Trat province in 
Thailand since the fighting 
first stoned on Aug. 15,” he 
told Reuters. 

Gen. Bun Seng said the 
clashes were not expected to 
last long because the ex- 
Khmer Rouge were thought 
to be short of food and arms. 

The remnants of the 
Khmer Rouge, architects of 
the 1975-79 "kilting fields” 
regime, were on the vetge 
of signing peace talks with 
Prince Ranariddh when Mr. 
Hun Sen deposed the prince 
early last Month. 

Thousands of rebels de- 
fected from Khmer Rouge 
ranks last year. 

In an effort to sanitise 
their image and legitimise 
their alliance with Prince 
Ranariddh's troops, the 
rebels have since split with 
infamous leader Pol Pot, 
condemning him to house 
arrest for life in a show trial 
in Anlong Veng. 


Protesters of charter changes rally at Filipino congress 


MANILA (AFP) — Some 
300 members of Philippine 
leftist labour groups Mon- 
day forced their way into 
the congress grounds pro- 
testing moves to amend the 
constitution, witnesses said. 

A group of protesters 
commandeered a large truck 
and rammed it thrpuffh a 
five-metre high grilled gate 
allowing them to enter the 
grounds, drey Sflid. But they 
were unable to enter the ses- 
sion hall when they were 
blocked by a handful of 
Philippine Marines. 

No arrests were made and 
no one was hurt in the inci- 
dent. Protesters, led by the 
National Confederation of 
Labour, then proceeded to 
bum an effigy of President 
Fidel Ramos. 

The protesters* rally fol- 
lowed that of a group of 
6,000 members of the Mul- 
tisectoral Alliance for Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Action 
(MAPDA) in support of 
charter changes. There were 
no clashes reported between 
the two groups. 

Monday's rallies came 
amid a brewing war of 
words between Ramos and 
Manila Archbishop Cardi- 
nal Jaime Sin. 

About 2,000 members of 
MAPDA were later allowed 
inside congress’ session hall 
where lawmakers are set to 
begin debates on measures 
to amend the constitution. 

The emergence of “global 
forces” has made the 1987 
Philippine constitution ob- 
solete, said MAPDA head 
Nona Ricafort, adding that 
the “constitution should be 
relevant and alive.” 

MAPDA. a coalition of 79 
cause-oriented groups, 
claims a total membership 
of six million, and said it 
was separate from a private 
group formed last year 
which spearheaded moves 
to amend the charter based 
on a signature-gathering 
drive to extend Mr. Ramos’ 
term which expires in 1998. 
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The current ; constitution 
bars the president from 
seeking a second term. 

Top aides of Mr. Ramos 
and Card. Sin downplayed 
Monday the feud between 
the two leaders, after Mr. 
Ramos, in obvious refe- 
rence to Card. Sin, said 
Sunday it was “unchristian 
and unpatriotic for anyone 
to call for non-cooperation 


and divisiveness” among 
Filipinos. 

His comments followed 
the cardinal's call last week 
for the people “to disassoci- 
ate themselves from sup- 
porting an administration 
that has lost their trust and 
respect" 

Mr. Ramos's Executive 
Secretary Ruben Torres said 
in a radio interview Mon- 


day: “We don’t believe that 
this should be a confronta- 
tion between Cardinal Sin 
and President Ramos be- 
cause the people have the 
opportunity to decide on 
this” constitutional change. 

The archbishop’s spokes- 
man, Ariston Sison, also 
speaking on the radio, said 
Mr. Ramos had “the same 
right to express his feel- 
ings" as Card. Sin. The car- 
dinal believed that “it was 
the right of the people to ask 
for changes to the constitu- 
tion,” he said. 

But the cardinal did “not 
believe that the desire for 
constitutional changes 
comes from the people but 
rather from some politi- 
cians,” Mr. Sison said. 

Mr. Ramos has repeatedly 
denied being behind moves 
to change the constitution. 

“He (Ramos) is not seek- 
ing a second term. He does 
not want to speak of exten- 
sions,” Mr. Torres reiterated 
in the interview. 

“But the president is ex- 
cited about the issue of con- 
stitutional change. You 
can’t stop this if this is what 
the people want,” he said. 

Mr. Sison said the presi- 
dent and archbishop are to 
meet on Sept 1 to sign an 
agreement on social action. 

“It will be good to see 
how they will face each 
other and what they will 
talk about.” Mr. Sison said. 

Card. Sin helped rally 
millions of Filipinos in Feb- 
ruary 1986 in support of a 
military revolt co-led by 
then deputy military chief 
Lieutenant General Ramos. 
The uprising toppled the 
late dictator Ferdinand Mar- 
cos. 

Congress will begin de- 
bates Wednesday on charter 
change moves which range 
from the convening of a 
constituent assembly to 
granting official recognition 
to a petition-signing cam- 
paign seeking constitutional 
amendments. 


Tigers pound east Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil Tiger guerrillas launched a 
fresh mortar bomb attack against military positions in east- 
ern Sri 1 jnka for the second straight day Monday, raising 
the death toll to eight, officials said. 

The separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
fired mortars against a police post in the Pactirippu area of 
the Batticaloa district Monday, killing a constable and a 
fisherman, officials said. 

“At least three more civilians were wounded in Monday's 
attack,” a local official in Batticaloa, 300 kilometres east of 
here, said by telephone. He said four civilians and two 
security personnel were killed in the Sunday night mortar 
bomb a ffair against the town of Batticaloa. 

Another 60 were wounded and 15 of them were still in 
hospital. 

The civilians were hit when the LTTE targeted the main 
military headquarters known as the 223-Brigade in the 
heart of Batticaloa town, officials said. 

The Tiger attack came as thousands of gove rnme nt sol- 
diers kept up a major offensive against the LTTE in the 


north of the country where 437 people have been killed in 
the past week. 

Defence sources said tire army advance into rebel- held 
territory to open a strategic land route has been delayed due 
to intense resistance by the guerrillas. 

However, the Defence Ministry said Saturday that securi- 
ty forces achieved “very satisfactory results” and had been 
able to “draw and kill large groups of terrorists from their 
concentrations." 

The ministry said 70 Tigers were killed Friday, raising 
rebel losses since the latest military push was started 
Tuesday to 360. Seven soldiers were also killed Friday, 
raising military losses to 77. 

The Tiger guerrillas are le ading a drawn-out campaign for 
independence in the island’s northern and eastern regions, 
where the two milli on Tamil minority is concentrated. 

Meanwhile, Sri T -anfcan President Chandrika Kumaratun- 
ga said Monday her government would call a referendum 
on a new constitution aimed at resolving the country's eth- 
nic war. 
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Source of ills 
is occupation 

THE INTERNATIONA! group that monitors 
violations of an Israeli-Lebanese agreement that 
came into effect In 1996 to protect civilians from 
outbreaks of hostilities along the border has 
blamed both countries for the latest round of 
fighting in which civilian targets were hit, killing 
and wounding many people. “It is inenmbent 
upon Israel” the group said in a communique 
issued Sunday, “to keep those cooperating with it 
from carrying out attacks and that it shall do its 
utmost to achieve this commitment” The inter- 
national monitors were obviously referring to 
die South Lebanon Army's (SLA) artillery 
attack on Sidon last week in which seven 
Lebanese civilians were killed. Lebanon was also 
chided for not preventing the Hizbollah militia 
from firing Katyusha rockets into northern 
Israel. 

Israel has tried in vain to distance itself from 
the SLA attack on Sidon even though it is a well- 
known fact that its members are totally under 
its control and operate in close collaboration 
with the Israeli army. The same, though, cannot 
be said about the Hizbollah militia whose armed 
men operate independently of the Lebanese state 
and often against the better judgement of the 
government in Beirut Since the international 
monitoring system was established in the after- 
math of the 17-day Israeli offensive in South 
Lebanon in April of 1996 to prevent the antago- 
nists from targeting civilians, it is only fair not to 
lump the two groups in the same category. 

Israel, it should be remembered, is the occupy- 
ing power in South Lebanon. It continues this 
occupation despite repeated U.N. Security 
Council resolutions demanding its withdrawal. 
Neither Lebanon nor Hizbollah can be equated 
with the SLA, which is but a stooge of the Israelis 
and consequently the occupation. 

It is a legitimate act of self-defence for any state 
to wage a militar y struggle to end the occupation 
of any part of its territory. The Israeli armed 
presence in South Lebanon has dragged on for 
too long, and it is high time that a formula was 
found to end it 

The ultimate solution to the outbnrsts of fight- 
ing on the border lies first and foremost in the 
termination of the Israeli occupation. The reacti- 
vating of the peace talks on the Lebanese front, 
on the other hand, offers the most effective way 
to end the suffering of civilians on both sides. 

The Israeli government cannot hope to main- 
tain peace and tranquillity for its people in 
northern Israel while maintaining the unaccept- 
able and, for that matter, dangerous status quo 
in southern Lebanon. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i daily urged the Arab govern- 
ments to stop paying the Iraqis lip service and under- 
take measures that would actually end the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq. Mahmoud Jbour said it is not enough 
for Arab governments to say that they respect Iraq’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity and suffice them- 
selves with conducting trade with Iraq on the basis of 
the U.N.-Iraq oil-for-food deal. The Arab leaders should 
realise that the U.S.-Israeli alliance has created the Gulf 
crisis in order to guarantee Washington's complete 
domination of the Arab oil wealth and to force the Arab 
regimes to succumb to Israel's demand and terms in the 
subsequent negotiations that started in Madrid, said the 
writer. The United States is claiming that it must retain 
the sanctions on Iraq whose regime does not respect 
human rights and democratic rule at a time when 
Washington .and its allies realise too well that 
Washington's friends in the Arab region have no respect 
for democracy or human rights, according to the writer. 
The writer said that with the continuation of the sanc- 
tions against Iraq, the Arab countries remain at the 
mercy of the U.S.-Israeli alliance, warning that the con- 
sequences of the sanctions are hurting and continue to 
hurt the Arab states at large, particularly Jordan. He said 
that Jordan has a vested interest in ending this awkward 
situation. 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour said that the Arab masses 
appreciate efforts to hold a conference on the defence of 
Jerusalem in the face of Zionism's onslaught and con- 
tinued occupation and aggression. We have to admit 
that the conference came too late and that the efforts are 
too weak, especially as the conference represented the 
opposition but not the Palestinian authority, said 
Mohammad Daoud. As to the resolutions of this con- 
ference. they will remain ink on paper unless they are 
backed by practical steps to stop Israel's drive to judaise 
the Arab city, he said. The writer said that the Israeli 
drive had started in the days of the British mandate and 
the Zionists measures and plots can by no means be 
countered or aborted through speeches and rhetoric. 
Zionism is a world organisation helping Israel to con- 
solidate its hold over Palestine and can by no means be 
stopped except through concerted effort on the part of 
the Arab and Islamic World working together, stressed 
the writer. He said what Jerusalem requires now is not 
speeches and debates, but rather well organised plans 
and well prepared masses to offer sacrifices for the sake 
of the Holy City and to exert all efforts to keep the Arab 
and Islamic ranks united in the face of the co mm on 
threat. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


The opposition, the state, the NCP 

■ 

and the privatisation of politics 


THE ISLAMIST-Ied boycott of the Nov. 4 parliamentary 
elections is mainly a symptom of something deeper that 
has plagued other developing countries: the issue of one- 
party rule as an appropriate means of governance that con- 
solidates the prevalent consensus within the power elite. 
We are fortunate that the political contest on this issue is 
taking place at an early stage in our political liberalisation, 
while the domestic balance of power is still finding its 
equilibrium among the leftists, Islamists, centrist-tribal- 
ists, Jordanian nationalists, Arab nationalists, Levantine 
nationalists, and technocratic free marketeers. If an effec- 
tive multi-party system takes root here, we might avoid 
some of the political tensions that have plagued one-party- 
ruled states such as Sudan, Mexico, Kenya. Somalia, 
Algeria, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq and many others. 

Several interesting things have happened since the 
Islamic Action Front and four other smaller parties 
announced their boycott of the November elections six 
weeks ago, in the following order of importance, in my 
view: 1. The political system has yet again proved itself 
broadly unable to engage in meaningful action without the 
direct, forceful intervention of the monarchy. The opposi- 
tion and the government were going nowhere until His 
Majesty King Hussein personal ly intervened to prod 
movement towards “dialogue” on the multiple issues that 
the opposition had raised (such as, accusations that the 
executive branch of government is heavyhanded, does not 
take the opposition seriously, has downgraded the role of 
parliament, passes too many temporary laws, harasses 
opposition political parties and, has skewed the elections 
against the opposition because of the one-person, one-vote 
electoral law, the nature of the electoral districts, the 
refusal to allow international monitoring, and the state's 
privileged access to the electronic mass media). 

The recurring inability of the political system to exercise 
effective politics raises important questions about the very 
nature of the evolving governance system in Jordan and in 
most other Third World states — given that the modem. 
Western mechanisms of political governance (political 
parties, parliaments) tend often to fail the test of credibili- 
ty, while the traditional forms (monarchy, tribalism, reli- 
gion and ethnicity) continue to assert their relevance and 
dynamism. If this issue is irritating to many people, it is 
also unavoidable and its causes and implications must be 
grasped. 

2. The scope and seriousness of the contested issues now 
on the table highlight the need for both government and 
opposition to act with boldness and flexibility, rather than 


with irresponsible arrogance or immature defiance. The 
relatively swift expansion of the election boycott beyond 
the Islamists, to encompass some leftists, centrists and 
professional associations, and the broadening of opposi- 
tion complaints to include the peace process and socio- 
economic conditions, confirm the seriousness of the situa- 
tion, and the very’ wide range of real pressures and fears 
that define many people's lives. What is not known is the 
extent to which the Isl amis t and leftist opposition repre- 
sent a significant minority' or a slim majority. 

Most available signs — including the relatively high 
voter registration this month and the very small numbers 
of opposition political party members — suggest they rep- 
resent a minority that raises issues of interest to the major- 
ity. 

The opposition has a very mixed track record in recent 
years. It failed to stop the peace treaty with Israel, but suc- 
ceeded in limiting normalisation of ties with Israel. It 
failed to reduce the extent of the economic adjustment pro- 
gramme, but succeeded in moderating Jordan's policies 
towards Iraq. The current political contest is fascinating 
because it encompasses all the important issues of concern 
to the public, including peace with Israel, the economy, 
domestic freedoms and the use of political power by the 
state. This is, therefore, a critically important test of the 
vitality of the opposition in Jordan, which, ironically, per- 
haps sadly, has found political abstinence to be its most 
effective means of exercising political power. Such is the 
reality of our Third World. One hopes that this leads to 
serious dialogue, and then to meaningful political action 
and compromise, rather than to permanent paralysis. Some 
good signs are visible already. The slow, quiet, impressive 
about-face by the government on election monitoring — 
which now seems more acceptable and less demeaning to 
the state — is the kind of responsible and reasonable com- 
promise that is required, as is the opposition's repeated 
affirmation of its willingness to drop its boycott if it 
receives a satisfactory government response to its 
demands. 

3. The statement boycotting the elections that was issued 
in mid-August by some 80 political personalities is both 
peripheral and important It is peripheral because only 
about a dozen of the signatories represent really meaning- 
ful political forces in the country, though signatories such 
as Ahmad Obeidat, Taher Masri, Labib Qambawi, Hamad 
Farhan, Fakhri Kawar, Fans Nabulsi, Mreiwid Tell, All 
Mahafza, and some others reflect the very wide range of 
potential opposition forces that could be mustered under 


the right conditions. And it is important because it takes 
the gloves off and states the real fear of the opposition: that 

the government and state are paving the way for the polit- 
ical power structure to be dominated by the pew National 
Constitutional Party (NCP). even though the name of the 
party is not spelled out in the statement The statement 
charges that this government, building on the -failed 
domestic and foreign policies of the previous government 
that brought the country to a dangerous political and eco- 
nomic impasse, “provides cover for political hegemony by 
a single power in the guise of a political party.” It also 
charges that “the constitution and the law have become 
tools in the hands of any government to be used as a basis 
for arbitrary action and imposing increased restrictions, 
especially with the regressive press and publications law.” 

The opposition fears that the government of ' Prime 
Minis ter Abdul Salam Majali is paving the way for the 
dominance of the next government by die NCP, which is 
headed by foe prune mini ster’s brother, Abdul Hadi 
Majali. The NCP, which was created by foe amalgamation 
of eight political parties, denies this, comfortable in the 
expectation that it may win as many as half foe 80 seats in 
parliament in November, given its powerful tribal and ide- 
ological base throughout foe country. In fact, foe NCP 
merely institutionalises a strong dual reality that has 
become self-evident in recent years: first, foal foe political 
power structure is heavily dominated by centrist, tribalist 
forces that are closely aligned with foe state and monarchy - 
and second, that foe majority of Jordanians seem uncon- 
cerned and even satisfied with this situation. 

The only new element is that a significant minority of 
Jordanians is not happy with this trend and fears that foe 
advent of democransation, liberalisation, elections and 
political parties will merely shift foe absolute control of 
foe power structure and national resources from foe state to 
a new force that is a modern version of foe tribal confed- 
erations of foe past. In fact, what we may be witnessing is 
foe privatisation of foe domestic political system, in paral- 
lel with foe slow privatisation of foe economy (something 
s imilar has happened in Egypt and Lebanon in recent 
years, with equally lively opposition responses). That this 
struggle is takin g place in foe open, during foe era of the 
birth of politics in Jordan, is a healthy phenomenon that is 
worth watching. Its outcome will tell us much about where 
we and others like us in foe developing South will end up 
on that spectrum of national viability and well-being that 
spans foe very long distance from Somalia to Switzerland. 


By Edward Said 

IT HAS taken four years for 
foe Oslo peace process to peel 
off its wrappings to reveal foe 
stark truth hidden at its core: 
there was no peace agree- 
ment, only an agreement to 
keep Israeli hegemony over 
foe Palestinian territories, 
safeguarded by hypocritical 
rhetoric and military power. 

In this, there was a lamenta- 
ble Palestinian failure to judge 
Israeli motives — especially 
under Labour — and to pre- 
serve a degree of scepticism. 
Instead, we entered a spiral of 
loss and humiliation, gulled 
by the United States and foe 
media into thinking that we 
had at last achieved some 
measure of respectability and 
acceptance, - bludgeoned by 
Israel into accepting its patho- 
logical definitions of security 
and dialogue, ail of which has 
impoverished Palestinians, 
whose per-capita income has' 
been slashed by half. 

We have lost our ability to 
move around freely, confined 
to foe dreadful little 
Bantustans (about 3 per cent 
of foe West Bank) that we 
insist on calling liberated 
zones, obliged to watch more 
settlements being built and 
more land taken, more houses 
destroyed, more people evict- 
ed, and sadistic collective 
punishments meted out with- 
out proportion or reason. 

Western liberals must 
remember that Oslo was not a 
tabula rasa; it came after 26 
years of Israeli military occu- 
pation and, before that. 19 
years of Palestinian dispos- 
session, exile, oppression. If 
Israel has all along insisted 
that it is not responsible for 
what has been visited on the 
Palestinian people since 1948, 
then it should explain why 
we, alone of all people, 
should forget the past, remain 
uncompensated, even as all 
other victims of injustice have 
the right to reparations and 
apologies. There is no logic to 
that, only the cold, hard, nar- 
cissistic indifference of 
amoral power. 

I have not heard one 
Palestinian applaud or even 
mildly approve of the market- 
place bombings last month. 
They were stupid, criminal 
acts that have brought disaster 
on our people. Yet foe media 
and foe Israeli and foe U.S. 
governments, united with 
Micronesia in foe United 
Nations (a marvellous 


alliance), have insisted that 
Palestinian terror and vio- 
lence be stopped. 

Even foe all-purpose Amos 
Oz has rtemanrferi that we 
decide between peace and 
violence, as if Israel had 
grounded its planes, stopped 
bombing and occupying 
South Lebanon (two 70-year- 
old Lebanese men were killed 
by Israeli planes at the time of 
foe marketplace bombings: 
why is that not violence and 
terror?) and withdrawn all its 
troops out of the 97 per cent 
of foe West Bank it still con- 
trols, along with the military 
checkpoints that it has planted 
between every major 
Palestinian centre. 

Israel and its American sup- 
porters have rarely troubled 
themselves with any of these 
facts, which Israel is entitled 
to fabricate or annul on foe 
ground and in foe media as it 
suits its purposes. Neither of 
the two suicide bombers has 
been identified; neither, it is 
practically certain, came from 
the Palestinian territories; no 
recognisable party or group 
has claimed credible responsi- 
bility for the crime. 

On foe contrary, Israel, in its 
mania for security, has 
retained control of every exit 
and entrance into the territo- 
ries, and it alone is responsi- 
ble for West Jerusalem, where 
foe attack took place. How 
dare foe egregious Benyamin 
Netanyahu and his American 
minions demand that Islamic 
militants be summarily arrest- 
ed, and Israeli security be 
guaranteed? 


— all of them directly the 
responsibility of Israel — are 
nothing compared to Israel's' 
security needs? 

Only a few weeks ago foe 
Israeli justice system ruled 
unilaterally that victims of 
Israel's military during foe 
intifada were not entitled to 
pursue their claims against foe 
state since it was a “war” situ- 
ation. Who do they think they 
are, that they can make light 
of or ignore what they have 
done to us and still wrap 
themselves in the mantle of 
“the survivors'’? Is there no 
term limit, is there no sense of 
respect for the victims’ vic- 
tims, is there no barrier to 
what Israel can do and contin- 
ue to demand the privileges of 
the innocent? 

As Anthony Lewis put it in 
foe New York Times. Israel 
holds most of foe cards; to 
blame foe Pales tinians for 
every misfortune or incident 
inside Israel is to jumble up 
blame with illusion. He is 
right and right also to admit 
that there isn't much hope for 
peace in such circumstances. I 
have been unsparing in my 
criticism of Arafat and his 
associates for what they have 
done during the past five 
years: now I concur fully with 
his policy of refusing to nego- 
tiate on “security” as Israel 
defines it (Le. rounding up 
“Islamic” suspects to Israel's 
satisfaction) until Israel fulfils 
foe terms of Oslo that it has so 
far either blatantly violated or 
simply brushed off. 

Bill ’Clinton and Madeleine 
Albright repeat the formula 


“If Israel has all along insisted that it is 
not responsible for what has been visit- 
ed on the Palestinian people since 1948 , 
then it should explain why we, alone of 
all people, should forget the past, 
remain uncompensated, even as all 
other victims of injustice have the right 
to reparations and apologies . There is 
no logic to that, only the cold, hard, nar- 
cissistic indifference of amoral power” 


Who does be think he is 
addressing as his bonded ser- 
vant, and by what standards of 
human decency does he dare 
assume that foe hundreds of 
Palestinians murdered during 
foe intifada, foe victims of foe 
Sabra and Shatila massacres 


now used as frontline propa- 
ganda by foe Israeli lobby, 
“there is no equivalent 
between bombs and bulldoz- 
ers." They need to explain to a 
recently evicted Palestinian 
family or those under curfew 
or whose houses have been 


destroyed, whose young men 
and women languish in Israeli 
jails of are strip-searched, 
who are driven out of 
Jerusalem so that R ussian 
Jews can be settled in their 
homes, killed and deprived of 
any right to resist Israeli occu- 
pation policies, what is the 
equivalent of an Israeli- 
American bulldozer. 

■ There is a simple racist 
premise underpinning the 
“peace process.” and rhetori- 
cal ambushes set in its name, 
that Palestinian and Arab lives 
aren't worth as much as 
Israeli Jewish lives. Last year 
when 100 Lebanese civilians 
hiding in a U.N. shelter were 
deliberately targeted and 
killed by Israeli jets and heli- 
copter guns hips, there was no 
Israeli apology, no demand 
from the U.S. that Israel curb 
its bombers, no willingness 
even to accept the U.N. secre- 
tary-general's report. 

Is there any real meaning to 
the nonsensical charade that 
the U.S. (and its army of for- 
mer Israeli lobbyists, now in 
charge of the “peace 
process") still continues to 
pretend that it is somehow for 
“peace" and can be an even- 
handed negotiator?" 

The only peace worth its 
name is an exchange of Land 
for peace, on the basis of 
rough parity between the two 
sides. There can be no peace 
without some genuine attempt 
on foe part of Israel and its 
powerful supporters to take a 
step towards the people they 
have wronged, which they 
must take in humility and rec- 
onciliation. not with clever 
talk and cruel behaviour Very 
few of us want back every- 
thing we lost in 1948, but we 
do want some acknowledge- 
ment of what we lost and of 
Israel's role in that mass dis- 
possession (which so many of 
Israel's new historians have 
excavated with courage and 
assiduity). 

Many Palestinians do not 
want to return to their land, 
but (hey ask why any Jew, 
anywhere, has the theoretical 
right of return, whereas we 
have none at ail. And Israel's 
citizens and its friends need to 
ask themselves openly 
whether they think that Israel 
can go on abusing and humil- 
iating Palestinians. Showing 
contempt for Arabs, flaunting 
its brazen actions and, at foe 
same time, enjoy real recogni- 
tion and acceptance. 

The sad fact is that both foe 


U.S. and Israel are so out of 

■ ■ 

touch with Arab actualities, so 
enamoured of cliches 'about 
Islamic terror and Arab radi- 
calism and anti-Semitism, 
that they seem to have missed 
foe fact that Arabs want 
peace, that Palestinians want 
also to lead a decent life of 
independence and democracy, 
as much as the common 
Israeli or American. Why then 
lay up stores, of resentment 
and haired that will surely 
delay peace for Israelis and 
Arabs for years more? 

“Terror bombing 
is terrible, and it 
cannot be con- 
doned But the 
bulldozers of for- 
getfulness and 
righteous arro- 
gance are also ter- 
rible. IsraeVs con- 
stant demands for 
security conceal, I 
think, a deep inse- 
curity about 
IsraeVs * original 
sin 9 — the fact - 
that there was 
always another 
people in 

Palestine , and 
that every village, 
kibbutz, settle- 
ment, city and 
town had an Arab 
history. 


» 


Terror bombing is terrible, 
and it cannot be condoned. 
But the bulldozers of forget- 
fulness and righteous arro- 
gance are also terrible. Israel's 
constant demands for security 
conceal, 1 think, a deep inse- 
curity about Israel's “original 

sin” — the fact that there was 
always another people in 
Palestine, and that every vil- 
lage, kibbutz, settlement, city 
and town had an Arab history. 

Moshe Dayan used to admit 
this publicly. The present gen- 
eration of leaders hasn't his 
honesty. The worst are Israel’s 
lobby and die pro-Israeli 
organisations in foe U.S. who 
repeat foe dreadful cliches 
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. and celebrate Israel without a 
trace of awareness that there 
is tragedy beneath every road, 
every act of military prowess, 
every settlement. What 
hypocrisy is it to rail against 
Islamic fundamentalism and 
to say nothing of Jewish fun- 
damentalism that dehumanis- 
es every non-Jew and relies 
on Biblical promises that go 
back two millennia? 

. To mouth phrases about 
“ge tting foe negotiations 
going” in such a context is to 
play King Canute, as if only 
state department planners and 
Israeli policy-makers are 
capable of defining history 
and reality. The air needs to be 
cleared, honesty and simple 
fairness given a chance. Yes. 
Palestinians want peace, but 
not at any price and not foe 
way Netanyahu and company 
define it, with millions of con- 
ditions concealing an unbend- 
ing rejection of foe desire fix" 
Palestinian equality. 

People respond to a call for 
justice and foe end of fear and 
oppression, not to the heavi- 
ness of something called a 
“peace process" in which 
Israel has all the advantages 
(plus a nuclear arsenal) and 
demands that Palestinians are 
there only to give it “security." 

1 fear that at present foe 
atmosphere is too inflamed by 
lies, too corrupted by illusions 
and self-fulfilling incapacities 
to allow us all to move for- 
ward. But a start needs to be 
made somewhere and some- 
how, blame apportioned prop- 
erly and responsibility 
assigned proportionately. 

One cannot always expea a 
people without statehood, 
without rights, without hope, 
to act like diplomats sitting in 
seminar rooms talking about 
scenarios and confidence- 
building measures as so many 
abstractions. What we need 
now — and certainly the U-S. 
can take the step — is a 
restatement of foe basic 

premise that there is peace 
only when land is given back, 
and that the goal is indepen- 
dence and statehood for two 
peoples in Palestine. 

Start from that, and it might 
be posable to move towards 
the goal in as many steps as 
are necessary. But one cannot 
expect peace and security 
while Palestinians continue to 
suffer and not one word is 
said about foe causes of that 
suffering. 

m 

The Guardian 


:-*u .jjf.rf - 

r l h ..■ ■ 

■ I. iJL&w.l ■*.' ■ 

- 

: 5-:.! 

— . t " r 


.h. . • . i 

.i - ■ 


IUI . . I ■ 




seal n 
rie$ fr 
Mr. 
rime l 
been 

3ert*.i 
to off! 

Ovc 
home? 
Jemui 
them i 
'■.ears. 

m 

under 
a ccoa 
Seed 
deroor 
acains 
foe t 
Mend - 
com pa 
Mini'-t 
Vetan; 
Hirier 
The 


■ * “c ir. 

in bus 

j H jvs j. 

Rat ah 

■"■'i \. i r.jc 

end. n 


centre 


p3iCSii 


rures i 

■£T; ■ '■ p — 

■ 


cuner 

-: r ur 

Ocani 

-v 1 1 L 1 . i 1 , _ m . p 

ers. 

■S:*' .. 

They 

^ ■« 

iny. 

v ■ 

.. r - J ~.v 

Hitler" 

Fj-.un'. r -' 

sure," 

■■■ - J | * 1 1 

The i 


by h?c 

‘ ttrdil-. :.h e 
EVUIaS l>.j: 

suppor 
his cal 


'ilrry 

^WfTOil 

'*al f 

■^cm [j. 

ui .k 
" ,J ider ■ 


"stand 
closure 
and th 

weeks 
“The 
which 
strong* 
the do 
humili: 
aide T 
sad u 

crowd. 


tfat seeks confi 

Pupation 











.ta^ 

■ that 

lonai 
If the 

nien l 

ailed 

Ccij. 
*y by 

;also 

7'ornc 

basis 

law." 
"rime 
r the 
ch is 
Hadj 

ation 

0 the 

aisifl 

3 ide- 

NCP 

1 has 
liticai 

balisj 

arch v 

neon. 

1 

ity of 

tat the 
£ and 
Jol of 

■taieto 

onfed- 
sing is 
paraj- 

tething 

i recent 
iatrhh 
. of the 
i that is 
: where 
end up 
ng that 
erland. 


■ ■- ■ !“i " • • a- . 

■ -b " .‘-f '1 " U N- - • 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, August 26, 1997 


/ 


le 






\ 


withoma 
hat there 
'fiTyroad,- 
prowess, 
Wha 

jj againq 
lisra and 
*ish fnn- 
humatBS- 
md relies 
s that go 

e> aton 
gotiatkxf 
aievt is ID 
as if emly 
nnen and 
Hitt at 
g hiaon 

eedsiohe 
id siflflr 
iiice. fe 
eax lw 
d not tht 
comp®)' 
ns of OB’ 
lunfefli' 
desire to 

acallfa 

ifejrfflil 

hehea'i- 

called a 

T1 whd* 
joins?* 
*oa]) sw 
iniafls® 

;se nt 
flamed i? 
.■illirjx 6 
capar 1 ®® 4 
no«*J 

3-ds wbf 

nd*** 

fledPlf 

»ielv- 

iOt*> 
: ciEiin? 19 


i* 1 


^ t * 
* ** 

.enW*’ 

irntt 1 * 

for^ 


i 

> 


I 


■. .. 



3 


assassination 





TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
officials denied Monday 
Palestinian claims Thai Prime 
Minister . Benjamin 

Netanyahu's advisers had 
drawn up a list of assassina- 
tion targets which includes 
Yasser Arafat and his dose 
aides: 

Tbs is pure panic -monger- 
ing," said Mr. Netanyahu’s 
media adviser David Bar- 
Mao. . 

“The aim of this talk is (o 
distract attention from the fact 
that the Palestinian [National] 
Authority has decided not to 
confront teaxonsts. il tries to 
cover oyer die pictures of 
Arafat hugging tenoral lead- 
ers r he told Agenoe France 
Presse. 

The Palestinian mayor of 
Nablus, Cbassan Shafcaa. mid 
journalists Sunday dial the 
Palestinians had “sura evi- 
dence Israel has formed a hit 
squad to assassinate important 
Palestinian figures at the 
appropriate tune." ' 

Topping the list were Pales- 
tinian self-rule President 


Yasser Arafat.' his top aide 
Mahmoud Abbas, one of the 
top authors of the 1993 Decla- 
ration of Principles with 
Israel, and Inti&ar Wazir, Mr. 
Arafat's social affairs minis- 


Ms. Wazir is the widow of 
Khalil Wazir, who was assas- 
sinated 1988 -in Tunis, prc- 
sumably by agents of ihe 
lsraefi secret services. 

. Me Shakaa said proposal of 

the hil squads and their targets 
was pot forward by hardline 
Infrastructure Minister AtkI 
Sharon in a meeting of Mr. 
Netanyahu's security “kitchen 
cabinet." which approved h. 

Mr. Bar-Dlan underlined 
that Israel, while not drawing 
up assassination plans, did 
"reserve the right" to send 
t ea m s into self-rule areas to 
seize Palestinians suspected 
of planning anti-Israeli 
snacks. ’ 

"We reserve the right as in 
the Oslo accords to pursue 
terrorists anywhere in the 
world, not just the Palestinian 
territories,” he said. 


Palestinians tear down 
at Israeli army barrier 


{Continued from page I) 

When die owner of one of 
the homes, Hamza Fanun. 
refused to leave the house, 
the soldiers removed h im 
by force, dragging him on 
the ground for 20 metres 
and hitting him.- his nephew 
said. 

During the clashes, Fahi- 
ma Ahmad Musa, 50,. col- 
lapsed from a nervous 
breakdown and was taken 
briefly to hospital, hospital 
sources said. 

Meanwhile, Israeli 
authorities also tore down 
two homes in the A1 Zaim 
neighbourhood of Arab east 
Jerusalem in a continuation 
of a campaign which has- 
demolished over 40 homes 
in. the West Bank and 
Jerusalem this month. 

The two homes in AI 
Zaim were owned by 
Mohammed Abu Al Hawa 
and Sherif Shweiki and had 
a total of 20 people living 
in them, said the Jerusalem 
Media and Communica- 
tions Centre, a Palestinian 
research group. 

The second home in 
NahaJin was owned by 
Mohammed Shakameh 
Ghayada, residents said. 
Five other homes owned by 
his and Ms. Fanun’s rela- 
tives have also received 
demolition warnings. 

Israel demolishes the 
homes on the grounds that 
they were built without 
proper licenses. Israeli 
authorities : almost never 
issue such permits. 

Last week. Palestinian 
local administration minis- 
ter, Saeb Erakat said Israel 
has destroyed 39 homes in 
the West Bank and Arab 
east Jerusalem this month 
in a . wave of demolitions 
launched under a security 


seal imposed on the territo- 
ries four weeks ago. 

Mr. Erakat said at the 
time that 343 homes have 
been demolished since 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu came 
to office in June 1996. 

Over 1,000 Palestinian 
homes have outstanding 
demolition orders against 
them issued in the past few 
years, more than 700 issued 
under Mr. Netanyahu, 
according to Mr. Erakat. 

Some 2,000 Palestinians 
demonstrated in Gaza 
against Israel's closure of 
the occupied territories 
Monday, ' carrying 1 signs 
comparing Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to Adolph 
Hitler. 

The protesters, who came 
in buses from the town of 
Rafah on Gaza’s southern 
end, marched through the 
centre of Gaza City, waving 
Palestinian flags and pic- 
tures of Yasser Arafat and 
other Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) lead- 
ers. 

They held up signs read- 
ing, "Netanyahu, equals 
Hitler” and "No to Clo- 
sure," witnesses said. 

The march was organised 
by local Rafah leaders in 
support of Mr. Arafat and 
bis palls for Palestinians to 
"stand strong” against a 
closure imposed on Gaza 
and the West Bank four 
weeks ago. 

"The weapon of unity 
which we hold is the 
strongest weapon against 
the closure and attempts to 
humiliate us," Mr. Arafat 
aide Tayeb Abdul Rahim 
said in a speech to the 
crowd. 


Arafat seeks conference on 
Israeli occupation practices 
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(Continued from page 1) 

although Israel “was signa- 
tory," MnErekat said. 

“For instance building 
settlements is illegal, occu- 
pying and. -annexing east 
Jerusalem is illegal, and 
placing a - whole nation 
under siege is illegal.” 

Israeli -Palestinian peace- 
making plunged into deep 
crisis in March when Israel 
began building a Jewish 
settlement on the Jabal Abu 
Ghneim hilltop in And) east 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Erakat said the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) .also sent letters on 
Sunday- . to U.S. peace 
envoy Dennis Ross, the 
European: Union’s Middle 
East envoy Miguel Morati- 
pos and to Russia demand- 
ing immediate intervention 
to lift Israel’s four-week- 
old siegte of the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem. 

Israel sealed off the West 
Bank and Gaza and banned 


Arabs from travelling 
between several Palestinian 
cities four-weeks ago. 

Last week, Israel eased 
the internal siege with tfife 
exception of Bethlehem' but 
maintained the overall clo- 
sure on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Erdkat said the clo- 
sure imposed on . Bethle- 
hem, the traditional birth- 
place of Jesus, "is destroy- 
ing religious tourism and 
the city’s economy." 

The PNA also urged Mr. 
Ross, Mr. Moratinos and 
Russia to press Israel to 
stop demolitions of Pales- 
tinian homes. 

“So far 43 homes have 
been demolished and 704 
Palestinians have been 
notified by the Israeli gov- 
ernment that their homes 
would be demolished when 
at the game time Israel con- 
tinues building new settle- 
ments and expanding exist- 
ing ones,” he said. 


Netanyahu’s promise of peace and 
prosperity doubly disappointing 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM <AFP) — 
With jobless lines lengthening, inflation 
rising and economic growth faltering. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netiin- 
uaftu’s promise of prosperity, tike that of 
"peace with security," appears increas- 
ingly illusory. 

Mr. Netanyahu won election in May 
1996 on two main campaign promise*: 
to drive a harder bargain in peace nego- 
tiations with the Palestinians and to 
launch a liberal economic revolution * 
which would give Israelis a standard of 
living equal to that in Vfesiern Europe by 
the year 2000. 

Today the peace process is in virtual 
collapse, with Palestinians convinced 
that Mr. Netanyahu's aim is not to slow 
down but to halt the progression towards 
seff-determinsaion. 

The crisis took concrete and deadly 
form last month with a double suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem which Me 
Netanyahu's law-and-order regime was 
unable to prevent. 

The economic news is hardly better. 

Seeking to fulfil his campaign pledges, 
Mr. Netanyahu recently announced a 
plan to remove exchange controls and 
free up capital markets, while at the 
same time pushing ahead with a vast 
sell-ofT of Israel's large state industrial 
sector. 

But the Israeli population is still won- 
dering where the fruits of the liberal rev- 


olution lie. 

Unemployment hit 7.6 per cent of the 
working population in the second quar- 
ter — its highest level in two-und-a-half 
years, fa die country's poorer develop- 
ment towns, notably in the south, where 
voters overwhelmingly supported Mr. 
Netanyahu, joblessness is running over 
10 per cent. 

Inflation is also rearing its bead, rising 
in recent months to an annual rate of 
10.5 per cent compared to a single digit 
government targe l 

As a result the Bank of Israel is expect- 
ed to announce later Monday the first 
increase of its key imercsr rate in 14 
months, despite loud objections from the 
country's business kaden; who complain 
that the cost of money is already damag- 
ing! y high. 

Israel's high interest rates have suc- 
ceeded in drawing foreign capital into 
The country, including in the form of 
investments which rose 10 per cent dur- 
ing the first six months of the year com- 
pared to the same period in 1996. 

But analysts j caution chat Israels 
attraction for foreign investors remains 
very fragile due to the troubles in the 
peace process. * 

"The big multinationals which bet on a 
launch of the peace process are now- 
waiting before carrying out major new 
industrial investments because of the 
added risk brought on by the freeze in 


the peace process," sad Bilan Liraz, a 
corporate attorney who represents Euro- 
pean banks and businesses in Israel. 

Other analysts suggest that much of 
the foreign capital w hich has swollen 
Israel's foreign exchange re verves to 
record levels in recent months would 
flee the country at the first tumor of a 
devaluation of the Israeli currency. 

The Yediot Ahronot newspaper even 
raised ihe specter of a “Thai scenario" on 
the tines of the monetary crisis which 
shook that Southeast Asian nation earlier 
this summer. 

Meanwhile. Israeli economic growth, 
a robust six per cent under die previous 
Labour government which signed the 
Oslo peace accords with the FLO, has 
slid to a projected 2.5 per cent for this 
year. 

According to the Treasury, expansion 
of gross national product could drop to 
nearly zero next year if the government 
does not carry out about S70U million in 
promised budget cuts and thus open the 
door to lower interest rates. 

The Treasury’s austerity plan includes 
Jeep cuts in social welfare spending and 
an increase in indirect taxes — despite 
Mr. Netanyau's campaign pledge to ease 
the tax burden. 

Mr. Netanyahu's budget proposals are 
already threatening to provoke yet 
another crisis in his faction-riven coali- 
tion government. 


Haddadin says Jordan is building a modest 
dam and has no knowledge of Israeli plans 


Afghan executed in 
S. Arabia for drug trafficking 


RIYADH (AFP) — An 
Afghan man was beheaded 
Monday for drug traffick- 
ing, raising to 82 the num- 
ber of executions in the 
Gulf desert kingdom this 
year, the Saudi Interior 
Ministry announced. 

Namat Allah Hasson Ali 
Kama] was convicted of 
trying to import heroin into 
Saudi Arabia, the ministry 
said in a statement carried 
by the official SPA news 
agency. 

He was executed in the 


western Saudi city of Jed- 
dah. 

Nine Pakistanis have 
been beheaded for drug 
offences in the post two 
months, along with three 
Chad nationals, an Afghan, 
a Nigerian and two Indians. 

Drug smugglers, dealers 
and consumers face the 
death penally in Saudi .Ara- 
bia under a strict interpreta- 
tion of Islamic law. Capital 
punishment is also imposed 
on murders, rapists and 
armed robbers. 


Israel’s Russian mafia inquiry 
could embarrass Yeltsin 


(Continued from page 1) 

keep a manoeuvring 
option in case a proposal 
for a territory swap with 
the Syrians were to be 
raised. The late prime 
minister wanted ro keep 
the Syrians away from the 
northeastern shore of the 
Sea of Galilee at all costs, 
even at the expense of 
swapping territory with 
them. Al Himmeh area 
was one of the sites Mr. 
Rabin thought of as a 
potential area for such a 
territorial exchange. His 
goal was to counter Syri- 
an demands for' a full 
Israeli withdrawal , to the 
June 4, 1967 lines, which 
gave the Syrians access to 
rite northeastern water- 
front of the Lake of 
Tiberias (Sea of Galilee). 
The significance of such a 
withdrawal, amongst oth- 
ers, is that Al Himmeh 
enclave, which had been a 
demilitarised zone 

between Israel and Syria 
until the June 1967 war, 
would be returned to 
Syria, according to its 
demand. 

When the Jordanians 
were recently notified that 
Israel was changing its 
former decision and wants 


to construct the dam with- 
in the formerly demili- 
tarised zone of Al Him- 
meh, Jordanian sources 
responded with anger. 
'That is not your land and 
it is contention with 
Syria.” Official sources in 
Jordan said chat die King- 
dom would not sign any 
treaty or agreement that 
would have any implica- 
tion on the final status 
agreements between 
Israel and any of the Arab 
parlies. 

The construction of the 
Adassiyeh dam is includ- 
ed in the water appendix 
of the peace accord signed 
.with Jordan. The agree- 
ment notes, that Jordan 
and Israel will cooperate 
in the construction of a 
reservoir dam on the 
Yanuouk waters adjacent 
to Point 121 in Adassiyeh. 
This dam is supposed to 
create efficient reservoirs 
from the Yarmouk water, 
before it flows into King 
Abdullah Canal on the 
Jordanian side. It was 
decided that Jordan would 
receive the majority of the 
water from the dam, and 
that further usage of the 
dam would be decided 
upon by the two partners, 
Jordan and Israel. 


After the * peace treaty 
with Jordan was signed, 
talks regarding the specif- 
ic site of the construction 
of the Adassiyeh dam 
were commenced. The 
Israeli army intelligence 
branch, which was asked 
to present its professional 
assessment, &aid that both 
sites were appropriate for 
the construction of the 
dam. On the location 
itself, the intelligence 
branch left the issue open 
for the political echelon to 
make its own decisions, 
depending on whether or 
not Israel intends to leave 
the door open for negotia- 
tions with Syria. 

Rabin's advisor on 

m ■ 

water and settlement 
issues, Noah Kinarti. who 
directed the negotiations 
with the Palestinians on 
the water appendix, sug- 
gested to his boss at the 
time that the dam be con- 
structed on Israeli territo- 
ry where control over the 
dam remains fully in 
Israeli hands. His propos- 
al evidently fell on deaf 
ears. 

Meanwhile, Israeli 
papers reporred Monday 
that Jordan will redirect 
millions of cubic metres 
of sweet water per year to 


hotels and agricultural 
projects. The water was 
previously used for indus- 
trial purposes in Jordan 
and Israel. Israel will pro- 
duce the same amount of 
salty water for use by Jor- 
danian factories along the 
Dead Sea. The papers said 
the matter was agreed 
upon in recent talks 
between the two coun- 
tries. Some reports said 
that Mr. Sharon may visit 
Jordan this week to dis- 
cuss ways to make the 
plans a reality. But Mr. 
Sharon's office later in 
the day issued a press 
release saying the reports 
were inaccurate and noted 
that the Jordanians will 
use salty water on their 
side whereas Israel will 
use salty water on its site 
as well. 

Dr. Haddadin told the 
Jordan Times: “I'm 

amazed by the confusion 
the information media has 
created over the building 
of the Jordanian dam. The 
confusion was mainly cre- 
ated by the journalists as 
they quoted Israeli offi- 
cials and their comments 
on the project, it seems.” 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Infor- 
mation gathered in an 
Israeli investigation of a 
suspected Russian mafia 
member could embarrass 
the government of Boris 
Yeltsin, a newspaper said 
Monday. 

The Yediot Ahronot daily 
said that Gregory' Lemer, 
who has been under arrest 
for about three months in 
Israel, has been tied to 
shady deals involving asso- 
ciates of the Russian presi- 
dent and of an unnamed 
possible successor to him. 

According to the newspa- 
per, these associates several 
years ago pocketed tens of 
millions of dollars from a 
huge oil and sugar deal on 
which taxes were evaded, 
and transferred them to 
bank accounts run by Lem- 
er, including a bank he 
owned in Cyprus. 

Israel passed on the infor- 
mation to Russia's police 
but high-ranking officials 
in the Russian interior min- 
istry — which runs the 
police — withheld it from 
Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov and attempted to 
sabotage Israel's inquiry. 
Yediot said. 

When Mr. Kulikov dis- 
covered the deception be 
fired one of the officials 


responsible, who held the 
rank of general, said the 
report, which was based on 
information provided by an 
anonymous former busi- 
ness colleague of Lemer ’s. 

f-emer. 46, was arrested 
in May on suspicion he 
defrauded Russian banks of 
SS5 million and was 
involved in at least two 
murders. Police also inves- 
tigated the possibility that 
he tried to compromise 
Israeli politicians with large 
donations. 

Lemer. who is also 
known by the name Zvi 
Ben- An. immigrated to 
Israel in 1989 at the begin- 
ning of a wave that has 
brought almost 800.000 
newcomers from the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

According to media 
reports be owns several 
large villas and rides 
around with his bodyguards 
in a fleet of Mercedes lim- 
ousines. 

The arrest was described 
as the first crackdown 
against a Russian mafia 
believed to be flourishing 
in Israel. Israel police have 
said the Russian mob has 
taken advantage of Israel's 
liberal money transfer laws 
to deposit profits and laun- 
der funds. 


Israeli arrested in 158-kg 
heroin haul in Turkey 


ANTALYA (AP) — Para- 
military police forces 
arrested an Israeli and four 
Turks after finding 158 
kilogrammes of heroin 
buried in a field Monday, 
the Anatolia News Agency 
(ANA) said. 

The security forces raid- 
ed a farm house, allegedly 
used as a laboratory to pro- 
duce drugs, in Cakirlar vil- 
lage, near this Mediter- 
ranean resort city. The 
heroin was buried around 
the house. 


David Shemesh, the 

Israeli, was captured along 
with the Turks in the 
house. 

The ring were smuggling 
heroin mainly to the 
Netherlands and Germany 
in prams, bicycles or car 
exhaust systems, ANA 
said. 

Turkey is used mainly as 
a transit route for drugs 
consumed in Europe, but 
heroin production has been 
uncovered within its bor- 
ders too. 
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Jordanian delegation leaves to Syria 
today to attend opening of Damascus Fair 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
Jordanian delegation led 
by Minister of Industry', 
Trade and Supply Hani 
Mulki leaves for Damas- 
cus today to attend the 
opening of the annual 
Damascus International 
Fair on Aug. 28, 1997. 

The delegation groups 

Haidar Murad, the chair- 
man of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce, as well as 
the heads of the cham- 
bers of Irbid and Zarqa 
and 40 federation mem- 
bers and representatives 
of other private sector 
businesses. 

In a statement on the 


eve of the delegation's 
departure, Mr. Murad 
said that Jordan's partic- 
ipation in the fair, which 
ends on Sept. 10. stems 
from Jordan's keenness 
to enhance trade and 
economic ties with 

Syria. 

A total of 35 Jordanian 
industrial businesses are 
taking part in the fair 
displaying samples of 
their products and 

investment services. 

According to Mr. 

Murad, the balance of 
trade is currently in 
favour of Syria which 
last year sold Jordan 
JD99 million worth of 


FGB;RENT-i t -AJ 

Fully furnished villa — America^ style. 


Syrian goods in 
exchange for JD 41 mil- 
lion worth of Jordanian 
products. 

Among the main Jor- 
danian exports to Syria 
are cement, phosphate, 
aluminium, paper, chem- 
icals. plastics, drugs, and 
pipes. The main Syrian 
products exported to Jor- 
dan include barley, gar- 
ments. raw cotton, chick 
peas, carpets and bed 
sheets. 

In a bid to adjust the 
balance of trade between 
the two countries. Mr. 
Murad said the federa- 
tion is demanding that 
more diversified Jordan- 
ian products be exported 
to Syria especially white 
cement, drugs, textile 
and paper products. 


He said the federation 
will pursue efforts for 
encouraging joint Jor- 
danian-Syrian ventures, 
based on raw materials 
found in the two coun- 
tries. and will seek to 

orient the private sectors 
in both countries on 
investment opportuni- 
ties, the organisation of 
trade fairs and boosting 
cooperation between the 
federations of chambers 
of industry and trade in 
Jordan and Syria. 

He added that the fed- 
eration's visit to Damas- 
cus was in response to an 
invitation by Rateb Shal- 
lah, the head of the Syri- 
an Federation of Cham- 
bers of Trade. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
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AUGUST 2$ 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll 1 "!tT 

Righter Foundation -i-. 

■ ■ 

ARIES: (March 21 to V" 
April 19) Streamline your i [ 
operating methods where ‘ ^ 
business is concerned 
today and thereby yon 
will make a good impres- • 
sion upon a bigwig. You 

should not permit a pri- 
vate matter to disturb your 
career activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Focus on busi- 
ness instead of pleasure, 
thereby you can receive 
the recognition which you 
are seeking. Don’t allow a 
pal in distress to drain you 
too much. Labour on your 
personal security.later this 
evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21- to 
June 21) Tty to avoid an 
irate higher-up, and 
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RSS study: Half of Jordan’s industrial 
investment is unjustified and unfeasible 

** A STUDY prepared by the Royal Scientific 
Society on the degree of competitiveness of indus- 
trial products has showed that ' half of Jordan's 
industrial investment is an unjustified and unfeasi- 
ble investment due io the inactivity of available 
production capabilities to the Jordanian industries. 
The study noted that utilised production capacity 
of the Jordanian industries included in the survey 
does not exceed 53 per cent of the overall available 
production capacity. 

According to the study, the medium and small- 
size industries are more .viable for the Jordanian 
economy especially ' under the present circum- 
stances of high unemployment and limited finance 
resources. H indicated that large industries, except 
the mining ones, depend td a great extent on 
imported inputs and production elements and as 
such, are threatened not to be able to get a certifi- 
cate of origin which requires at least 40 per cent of 
local value added input. "These industries are not 
able to achieve this rate,* 1 the study said. 

"The small industries in all sectors, except those 
in the chemical sphere, are ail secure once Jordan 
joins the World Trade Organisation or signs any 
partnership agreement with any country or group 
of other countries." the study emphasised. 

It pointed out that the number of industries which 
have acquired the certificate of quality did not 
exceed 13 per cent of all the institutions included 
in the study. The industries carrying the certificates 
are mostly large ones. 

An additional finding was a noticeable decline in 
the level of wages in the industrial sector. This 
aspect reflects on the productivity of the workforce 
and limits its creativity, the study said. 

Other problems according to the industrialists are 
the shortages of financing, the small size of the 
local market, the high prices of production inputs, 
the competition of foreign products and the stiff 
competition in the local market (A1 Dustour). 

Jordan Cement Company 
awards contracts to ABB 

t ■ 

** THE JORDAN Cement Factories Company h as- 
awarded ABB Industry A.G.'of Switzerland and 
ABB Near East of Jordan a contract to supply, 
install and commission a "state of the art." control 
system for the company’s sixth production line at 
Fuhais. The objective of the project is to improve 
the environmental aspects by upgrading the effi- 
ciency of the control system of the equipment. This 
will minimise the sudden stoppages of the 
tiiachines in the production line and consequently 
minimise the dust emission of the stacks. 

Also a great consideration was taken to improve 
the control system of the air filters in order to 
improve the environmental quality of its facilities 
to conform to the most rigorous international stan- 
dards. As a result it will contribute to better envi- 
ronmental conditions in the surroundings. ABB 
have also modernised the control system of fifth 
production line last year (J.T.). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Gfasbergen 



“The boss tried to reduce our medical 
benefits, but kissing a boo-boo is 
-considered sexual harassment.” 



that scrambled word game 

by Hand Arnold Hid Mha Aigbtan 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
faur ordinary words. 
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Answer hon 


Vbstenday*s 1 


WORKING ON 

THOSE STOMACH 
MUSCi-ES CAN 
ae THIS. 


Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
. term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumble* JETTY RUMMY THORAX TINKLE 
Answer What ft took for the young man to Invest In 
long terra bonds - MATURITY 


YOGAVE 


7T^ 
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Government decides to allow 
imports of mineral water 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister nf 
Trade. Industry and Supply 
Hani Mulki Monday 
announced that the govern- 
ment has decided to open the 
door for - importing mineral 
water from Arab and foreign 
countries. 

Speaking at u meeting with 
members . of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry (ACIJl 
D r. MuUd said the decision 
will be effective by the end nf 
this year. In the meeting, 
which was also attended by 
AC! President Khaldoun Abu 
Hasson, several issues of con- 
cern to the private and industri- 
al sectors were discussed. 

The minister said the deci- 
sion to import mineral water 
aims at pushing Jordanian 
companies to improve their 


production of such products 
and to compete with foreign 
companies, particularly after 
Jordan joins the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 

The AC I objected to the gov- 
ernment decision, saying tiui 
such a decision will inflict 
heavy losses on the Jordanian 
industries. 

"There are five Jordanian 
factories which produce min- 
eral water. Their total capital is 
JD4 million and they employ 
more than 1,500 workers." 
AC1 pointed out. "The pro- 
duction costs of mineral water 
in neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries is far less than in Jordan". 

ACT sources said that even 
the industrial companies were 
shocked by the government 
decision to raise water charges 

t 


from I0O fils to 250 ills us thai 
will adversely affects the costs, 
the production and the capabil- 
ity to compete foreign prod- 
ucts. 

In reply to a question on 
vvltether Jordan will take pun 
in the Doha economic confer- 
ence, the minister said that Jor- 
dan approves unanimous deci- 
sions. “If there is on Arab 
unanimous decision to hold 
the Doha conference on time 
and if the Arabs want to attend 
we will do so," said Dr. Mulki. 

Regarding Jordan- Iraq eco- 
nomic ties, the minister said:" 
It is premature iu talk about 
increasing the volume of trade 
between Jordan and Iraq. Jor- 
don will take part in tlte Bagh- 
dad international exhibition if 
it is invited." 


Seminar assesses drug 
industry in Arab World 


AMMAN | Petra) — Severi- 
ty delegates representing 
pharmaceutical industrial 
firms in the .Arab World 
Monday opened a three -day 
symposium focusing on the 
prospects of Arab pharma- 
ceutical industry and prob- 
lems impeding its progress. 

Organised by the Jordan 
Industrial Estates Corpora- 
tion t JfECT. the Arab Union 
of Scientific and Research 
Councils i AUSRC). and the 
Higher Council of Science 
and Technology (HCSTi, 
the meeting is slated to 
review- working 'papers pre- 
sented by Jordan. Iraq, 
Svria. Sudan and Algeria 
dealing with the situation 
and future prospects of the 
Arab liras industries , ele- 
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298.QOO 221.250 

ARAB BAMC 

13.4 

1.37 

6 

1140 

338730 

292.50 

292.00 

.SO- 

V 

2, M0 

1.660 

JO*. NATIONAL BE. 

E 

0.00 

1ft 

15250 

29913 

1.96 

:.9? 

.01* 


3.WQ 

2.760 

BARK OP JORDAN 

6.4 

0.00 

4 

750 

2268 

3.07 

3.05 

.02- 


2.480 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. DA. 

8.4 

7.42 

5 

11050 

25295 

2.29 

2.26 

.01- 


ft. 200 

4.500 

THE HOUSING BX. 

14.2 

4.08 

8 

1431 

6795 

4.75 

4.76 

- 


4.180 

2.440 

JO*. KUWAIT BANK 

11.1 

0-00 

9 

2570 

7960 

3.03 

3.:? 

.09* 


4,050 

3.480 

JOR- ISLAMIC BABE 

16.0 

3.05 

48 

482C5 

189260 

3 .87 

3.93 

.06* 


a. MO 

1.000 

■ElT.AL-ftAL (BE 2 THAI 

.6 

14.65 

5 

J950 

J990 

1.C2 

1.01 

.01- 


KAtfK tfXCTOA TOTALS XttDCXl 21ft. 02 *CHCl 

-0.02 

200 

64266 

604129 





2.2JO 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH INCUR. 

ft.O 

8.47 

4 

2200 

2121 

1.76 

:.77 

.01* 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 114.57 *CHCi 

♦0.05 

4 

1200 

2121 





1.820 

1.510 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

8.1 

5.9ft 

A 

3150 

5291 

1.67 

1.68 

.Ole- 


1.940 

1.320 

Z JIBED ELECTRICITY 

11.0 

6.22 

2 

200 

370 

1.94 

!.8S 

.09- 


1.010 

.820 

REAL ESTATE 1NV. 

12.8 

6.52 

4 

15600 

15102 

.92 

.92 

- 


1.670 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

19.7 

0.00 

1 

500 

645 

1.29 

2.29 

- 


3.720 

2.890 

ARAB ttm.XMV.8DUC. 

9.0 

0.00 

10 

2300 

7838 

3.34 

3.45 

-H* 


1.220 

.930 

UREA EDUCATION 

0 

0.00 

4 

2075 

2091 

1.01 

i.o: 

- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX s 112 

.60 

*0.74 

27 

23825 

31337 





4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

26.0 

2-85 

27 

63531 

244651 

3.88 

3.86 

-02- 


7.050 

5.200 

ARAB POTASH CO- 

14.0 

3.33 

3 

450 

2725 

6.10 

6.00 

.10- 


10.250 

9.070 

JO*. PETROL. REF IN ART 

9.9 

8.73 

14 

730 

7425 

10.16 

10. Id 

.02* 


3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL OOMH.XfiR. 

9 

0.00 

4 

650 

1225 

1.81 

1.72 

.09- 


4.250 

3.040 

ARAB FHAKN. HASP. 

11.3 

4.87 

L6 

4179 

17160 

4.21 

4.12 

- 

* 

1.800 

1.290 

JOR. PIPES HAV7CT . 

15.7 

6.30 

5 

794 

1017 

1.30 

1.27 

.03- 


1.S30 

1.050 

rafia industries 

9 

0.00 

1 

200 

228 

1.25 

1.14 

.01- 


5.650 

4.300 

DAB ALDAWA DV.XNV. 

13.2 

4.65 

4 

1674 

6735 

5.36 

5.38 

- 


3.BSO 

2.280 

ARAB ALUH.XND. 

ft. 3 

11.11 

3 

525 

1179 

2.28 

2.25 

.03- 


• 960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9.7 

0.00 

3 

1350 

621 

.47 

.46 

.01- 


1.290 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

31.8 

0.00 

11 

12000 

12480 

1.04 

1.04 

- 


1.200 

.510 

ZirTBRKEO.PET3IO.CHEH. 

9 

0.00 

3 

2500 

1400 

.57 

.56 

.01- 


.940 

-5 JO 

JOR. ROCKWOOL XROS. 

9 

0.00 

5 

3250 

2243 

.65 

.66 

-01+ 


2.900 

1.520 

UNZV.CHSM-INDS. 

14.2 

6.37 

2 

ZOO 

, 315 

1 . SB 

I.S7 

.01- 

+ 

3.000 

2.130 

MATL. CABLE WIRE.HPAC 

33.7 

0.00 

2 

200 

K 420 

2.17 

2.10 

.07- 


.920 

-530 

JOR. SKILPHO-CKEK 

9 

0.00 

6 

10250 

* 6050 

.60 

.60 

— 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARH-CHEM. 

16.5 

5.43 

12 

2250 

2903 

1.30 

1.29 

.01- 

• 

1.970 

1*080 

UNIT. MOON.INOS. 

P 

.21 

12 

12300 

15376 

1.27 

1.25 

.02- 


1.510 

.940 

JOR. imS - RESOURCES 

12.6 

10.64 

3 

1150 

1077 

.94 

.94 . 

- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.6 

0.00 

7 

3650 

3103 

.85 

-85 

- 


2.090 

1.340 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

52.8 

0.00 

2 

5500 

8250 

1.4B 

1.50 

.02+ 


1.330 

1.080 

MIL. TOBACCO 

6.6 

0.00 

20 

18500 

22243 

1.20 

1.21 

-01+ 


1.190 

.860 

UNION CH. C. VBC. 

45.0 

0.00 

0 

16500 

16230 

.99 

.99 
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162263 

376855 
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.630 

.340 

CENTRAL GEM. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

680 

.35 

-34 

.01- 


.650 

.400 

JOR. TRADE PAC. 

10.7 

0.00 

13 

23100 

9240 

.41 

.40 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.540 

JOR.FIN.XNV.CO. 

P 

a. oo 

10 

14650 

805B 

-S5 

.55 

— 


.640 

.660 

UNION IKY. SO* 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

100 

.70 

.70 

_ 


.570 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

25 

41450 

15778 

.39 

.38 

-Dl- 

F 

.950 

-720 

AL- SHARD MV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

2 

10050 

8543 

.86 

.85 

.01- 

M 

.950 

• 610 

AL-DAWL1YAH 75* 

72.0 

0.00 

8 

9976 

4979 

.74 

.75 

.01+ 


.480 

.200 

JOR. INDS. HATCH- JEHCO 

9 

0.00 

2 

2000 

500 

.26 

.25 

.01- 


.570 

.38D 

ARAB 1IITL. TNV-TRD. 

46.1 

0.00 

4 

2950 

1180 

.42 

.40 

.01- 


.750 

.400 

NATL. MULT. EHC.tlAMICO 

9 

0.00 

8 

7500 

3453 

.47 

.46 

.01- 


.620 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.8 

6.49 

5 

3700 

2849 

-77 

.77 



.730 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARH. 75* 

B 

0.00 

7 

15750 

6143 

.64 

.64 



1.190 

.860 

ONION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

3 

2000 

1525 

1.01 

1.02 

.01+ 


.670 

.550 

RAZZ PHARH. BS< 

8 

0.00 

4 

3900 

1789 

.60 

.61 

.01+ 


.570 

.320 

XBDS. SNC. 

9 

0.00 

4 

3000 

990 

.33 

-33 



.860 

.720 

ZNDS. CERAMIC 

18.9 

0.00 

1 

500 

360 

.72 

.72 

_ 


.520 

.210 

I. TEXTILE HANOF. 

9 

0.00 

2 

250 

55 

.22 

.22 


N 

1.000 

.700 

NAT. ALUM IN I OH. 75* 

98.8 

0.00 

17 

13800 

6348 

.71 

.71 

■V 


.860 

.590 

1KZD.EAST COMPLEX 

7.5 

16.39 

4 

1750 

1068 

.61 

.61 

- 

CBUD TOOL 
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73635 
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menis for its success and 
the quality of Arab drugs. 

The papers also cover 
modem trends in the phar- 
maceutical industry ami 
their impact on the Arab 
drug industry, the employ- 
ment of herbs in the manu- 
facture of drags, the intel- 
lectual property righiv in 
relations to Jordan's drug 
industry and the prospects 
for this industry in the com- 
ing century. 

Addressing the opening 
session. AUSRC Secretary 
General Taha Nueimi said 
despite the advances made 
in the Arab pharmaceutical 
field, this industry still 
faces numerous problems 
which require study and 
analysis so that the .Arab 
drags can become truly 
competitive with the drugs 
manufactured bv other 

V 

nations. 

This symposium. Mr. 
Nueimi said, aims n! focus- 
ing attention on the raw- 
materials found in the Arab 
countries and the need lor 
research to be done to ben- 
efit from these materials in 
the drug industry and to 
orient Arab expens on cur- 


rent developments in the 
world drug manufacturing 
industry. 

J1EC Director General 
Amer Majali told the meet- 
ing that the Sahab Industri- 
al City. near Amman, hous- 
es 22 pharmaceutical 
plants, which have a collec- 
tive capital of nearly JD50 
million, producing human 
and veterinary medicines, 
medical equipment and 
other materials covering a 
major portion of the King- 
dom's needs and exporting 
a surplus of their produc- 
tion. 

•He said that the drag 
industries in Jordan have 
reached a high quality level 
as it is totally committed to 
internationally accepted 
standards and specifica- 
tions enabling them to com- 
pete with foreign products 
in world markets. 

An exhibition of drugs 
and medical appliances 
organised by Jordanian 
firms was opened at Sahab 
on the sidelines of the sym- 
posium. 


Jordan offers majority 
stake in airport hotel 


AMMAN tR) — Jordan's 
stale -investment arm is 
offering foreign investors a 
70 per cent stake in a 314- 
room transit hotel at the 
country's main 

international airport, offi- 
cials said Mandav. 

■ 

"We are offering Alia 
Gateway Hotel... what is 
needed is finding investors 
in the tourism sector to buy 
Jordan Investment Corpo- 
ration's 70 per cent share of 
the hotel." Mohammed 
Batayneh. Jordan Invest- 
ment Corporation's (JJC) 
director - ' general. told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Batayneh said the 
hotel's remaining shares 
are owned by the state car- 
rier Royal Jordanian f RJ i 
which is also embarking on 
a piecemeal privatisation of 
some of its peripheral oper- 
ations. 


The hotel, which is sited 
within the compound of the 
Amman International Air- 
port nearly 25 kilometres 
( 16 miles) south of the cap- 
ital. is built on state-owned 
property under a renewable 
30-year lease. 

The airport hotels compa- 
ny which owns the hotel 
has a paid up capital of 14.5 
million dinars (S20.5 mil- 
lion ). 

Under the terms of refer- 
ence of the sale, bidders 
should submit detailed 
offers no later than Septem- 
ber 20, 1997. 

Government officials say 
they plan to speed up sale 
of state assets, including 
holdings in cement and 
telecommunications as part 
of a privatisation drive 
needed to advance econom- 
ic reforms. 


Saudi policy to encourage 
barley self-sufficiency 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
is committed to its policy of 
encouraging self-sufficiency 
in barley production, the 
agriculture minister was 
quoted Monday as saying. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency l SPA) quoted Agri- 
culture and Water Resources 
Minister Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz Ben Muamniar 
as saying self-sufficiency 
was vital "due to the large 
importance or malting feed 
available for animals 


Saudi Arabia is the world's 
number one barley importer, 
with traders expecting 
imports of five to six million 
tonnes in 1997. 

Scarce water resources in 
the desert kingdom limit tbe 
amount of barley that is 
grown locally. The five-year 
development plan to the year 
2000 targets a cut in water 
usage, particularly in agri- 
culture, which consumes 
about 90 per cent of all water 
used in Saudi Arabia. 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique -designs in 1 8 k Gold - • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished ■ 

Abdoun Real 


Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax'- 810520 
Mobile'- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality ip 
1 hour service > 
Develop your colour filth 
at our shop and get * 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
120x30 cm. 
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SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRO N OMY 

"NewXow^SMwn 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 



Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abddl 
to Airport and Back 


^p-sciO- 1 Rsoucsd .-cr&s ot 
500 Fii'5 For Airport Stan 
and our Frequent Cus‘cne r $ 


For Further Details coil 
Airport Branch 08-5153 ' 
Abdall Branch 65335 3 


Upturn j4d/tbte*& Ammo* 



Qualify Serviced Suites 

* One & Two Bedrooms * Folly 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily ft 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


CROWn HOTEL 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 
' TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

* SAUNA 
JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

* FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD 




The place to be if its on CD 


For details please call 

Tel . §64230 
Fax. 864231 


• We buy , # 
sell & trade 

CDs 

URGES! SELECTION 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

B 

fa 

CD-ROM, GAMES , 
SOFTWARE & MUSIC 

New 

arrivals Daily 

• J • 

Shmeisani, next to shmeisani cost office 
Tel. 700624 -Fax 604183 
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Europeans uncover new ^ ell ° 

swimming stars; Popov’s back hooligans 


SEVILLE (API — The western Australian city of Perth — 
host io the World Swimming Championships in January — 
better Prepare for an Italian accent 

The name is Emiliano Brembilla and, though Alexander 
Popov charmed Seville and reclaimed his place as the 
world’s fasten in the water, the 19-year-old Italian was the 
find of the 12-day European Swimming Championships 
that ended Sunday. 

For the first time in memory, distance swimming may not 
belong to Australia. Brembilla — fourth in both distance 
event* a year ago in Atlanta — swam the third fastest time 
ev er < 3 minutes 45.96 Seconds) to win the 400 freestyle and 
uJded another world’s top time this season in taking the 
1.500 ( 14:58.65). 

“1 would suv I have become used to a very long training 
dav." s:iid Brembilla, renown for putting in 20 kilometres 
daily — a schedule he was put on by his former French 
coach Douchan-Jean Le Kabee. The other relatively new 
name was Hungarian 1 6-year-old Agnes Kovacs, the sur- 
prise 200 backstroke bronze medalist in Atlanta and a 
young star with model-like looks to replace the now-retired 
Krisziinu Egerszegi. 

Koiac>. coached by Lazio Kiss who also trained 
Egerszegi. won the 200 breaststroke in a new European 
record of 2:24.90 — just .14 Off tying the world record of 
Australian Rebecca Brown. Her winning 100 time 
1 1 :0S.02i was the second quickest in the world this year. 

As lor the 25-year-old Popov, he’s back where he was a 
year ago after being stabbed in a melee with a Moscow 
watermelon vendor. His winning times in the 50 (22.30) 
and 100 (49.09) are the quickest in The world this year. He 
also picked up two more golds in relays. 

•'I don't know if I’m back, let’s say I’m still in training for 
Perth.” scud Popov, who’s learned to spin off clever quotes 
but still can be quite brusque with reporters and autograph 
s rekers. 

He called the 100 win his best technical race in 2 1/2 
years, though later he swam slightly faster (49.02) leading 
off the 4x100 Relay. 

Then there was triple Olympic gold medalist Michelle 
Smith. 

Entered under the surname of her husband. Erik De Bruin, 
she won two gold (400 IM and 200 freestyle) and two sil- 


ver (400 freestyle And 200 butterfly), but didn’t swim par- 
ticularly fast in any of Them, the questions about drugs 
that dogged her in Atlanta wer? all but absent in the Euros, 
a much more low-key meet. She also threatened to leave if 
there were too many. 

She said she’s planning to file libel suits in a few days 
against three Irish newspapers and on in Britain and is 
vague about what she'll swim in Perth, when she'll be 28. 

“When I first came here I didn't know what I was going 
to swim.” said Smith, who swam her first 200 freestyle in a 
major meet 

“There were probably seven events I could have won 
medals in, I chose four,” she added. “ 

For Perth, I can't say what it will be.” 

Spain said hello to a new name and good-bye ro an old 
one. 

Nineteen-year-old Spaniard Maria Pelaez beat smith in 
the 200 butterfly in a quick 2:10.25 — No. 10 on the all- 
time European fist Behind mostly swimmers from the for- 
mer East Germany. 

“That may have been my 15 minutes of fame,” said 
Pelaez. 

Martin Lopez-Zubero, 28, the Florida-born Spaniard and 
the country’s best swimmer ever with Olympic and world 
gold, won the 100 backstroke for his fifth European gold 
and then said it might Have been his last race. It’s 50-50 
he'll go to Perth and swim his Last. 

There were no world records, possibly held back by sti- 
fling beat in southern Spain that reached 40 C almost on cue 
daily as the Late afternoon finals were held. 

Besides Popov. Smith and Kovacs, the only other swim- 
mers to win two individual golds were Alexander Goukov 
of Belarus in both breasts trokes and Marcel Wouda of the 
Netherlands in die 200 and 400 EM. 

Germany won the most overall medals with 35 and 15 
gold, still reaping the benefits of the former East German 
Trove of talent and coaching. Russia topped the gold list 
with 16 in the 52 events that included swimming, water 
polo, diving and synchronised swimming. Italy and 
Hungary were next with four golds each. 

Hungary picked up its first European water polo title in 20 
years with a 3-2 win over Yugoslavia. 


to stay 
home 


MILAN (AFP) — AC 
Milan coach Fabio Capello 
launched an appeal on 
Monday for an end to 
hooliganism in Italian foot- 
ball. 

Capello, returning here 
after a year with Real 
Madrid, called for a more 
civilised, Spanish-style 
approach from the fans 
when the new Serie A sea- 
son starts on Sunday. 

“What I miss is the 
enthusiasm and the 
civilised behaviour at 
Spanish football grounds,” 
he said. 

**I ‘never saw lines of 
security people protecting 
the entrance to the players’ 
dressing rooms and you 
don't need to hide the ream 
bus during away matches 
— you can leave it right in 
the middle of the crowds 
outside and nobody’s going 
to throw rocks at it. 

“The grounds are all fuIL 
with young men and 
women, and families. 

“And I'd like to see all 
that this season here in 
Italy. I'd like a football 
match here to finally be 
just a celebration of sport, a 
joyful happening.’' 
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Canadian player Rowan Barret shoots for a score over the defence of Venezuela's 
Richard Medina, August 24. Canada and Venezuela are playing in the qualifying 
round for the World Championship to be played in Greece in 1998 (Reuters photo) 
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Ham!nmr Sportverein’s (HSV) Sytit fCmetsch and Bayern Munich's Thomas 
Hehner (R) fight fw tbe mS dots their German first fescue soccer match in 
Bainbdrg, August 24* Bayern Munich wan the match 2-0 (Reuters photo) 


BOSTON • (AFP) — 

Unseeded Sjeng Schalken 
of the Netherlands shocked 
second seed Mareelo Rios 
of Chile 7-5, 6-3 here late 
Sunday to win the 

$328,000 ATP champi- 
onship here. 

Scfcuken came through in 
rStylo to- claim his third 
C ar ee r victory after constd- 
;■ (king polling out of the 
[- ejrent ft- week ago with a 
| • knee injury. 

“ft's the greyest week of 
my career," beamed the 20- 
! year-old, ranked 79 in the 
L world. . * 

Both players dropped 
ndKar opening service 
T gasses before games went, 
“ with serve until Sdbalkeq’ 
secured the opening set 7-3 
with a backhand winner 
and a Rios double fault, f 
“1 served well today and 
didn't allow him to get into 
his rhythm,” Scbalken said, 
; H Winning the first set was 
'important Afterwards ail 
the pressure was on him." 

Scbalken, who won the 
ATP dele two years ago in 
. Valencia and last year's 
event in Jakarta, knocked 
out both top seeds on the 
way to his latest triumph, 
having beaten world num- 
ber six Alex Corretja of 
Spain m the quarter-finals 
before ending Rios' hopes. 


Rusedski is British No. 1 in new rankings 


PARIS (AFP) — - Greg Rusedski climbed three places to a 
career h^hoif 20 to take over as the official- British No. 1 
ahead of Tim Henman in the latest ATP world rankings 


published Monday. 

Rusedski, 23, squeezed into the top 20 to climb above 
Henman by just 42 points as He nman slipped back one 
place to~21. 

Henman ousted his Canadian-born rival as Britain's best 
on April 29,1996, but Rusedski gained 50 points to go to 
1,601 after reaching the quarter-finals of the ATP Tour 
event in ‘Boston last week in a welcome boost as be goes 
intnthe UjS. Open. 

The ^-year-<^d 'HerimajQ, inactive last week, dropped to 
.1,559 &ft^ losing 57 points which he had coLteeted-fixmr 
tile Pronto tournament in the corresponding week last 
yean y- 

Herman is under farther pressure as he strikes to emulate 



ChicftM' White Sox Frank Thomas breaks his bat on a pitch from Texas 
RaHg*rs> Rick Helling in the third inning of play. Thomas lined Uie ball toward 
fhini and was oat on die play as the ball was caught on the fly (Reuters photo) 


last year's performance at Flushing Meadow, where he 
pocketed 130 points after reaching the last 16. 

Should he lose early on (his time round - — he faces fifth 
seed Thomas Muster of Austria in the first round — be 
could drop still further in the world rankings. 

Rusedski, in contrast, with an opening match against 
American David Wheaton, has no points to lose, having 
been beaten in the first round last year. 

Aside from Rusedski, Carlos Moya profited from his tri- 
umph in Long Island, rising from 8th to 6th to become 
Spanish number one. 

But Dutchman Sjeng Schalken registered the biggest 
jump of die week after winning in Boston at the weekend, 
where hereiingna ted top seed Afe*-Ganetja -and Albert 
Costa of Spain before beating second seed'Marcelo Rios of 
Chile m the final. Schalken rocketed 32 places from 79th 
to 47th. 


NFL 

i 

season 
live on 
Orbit- 
ESPN 

Orbit’s premium 24-hour 
sports channel, Orbit-ESPN 
Sports wQl be bringing its 
viewers live coverage of the 
National Football League 
season and post season 
games. 

NFL fans can tune into two 
games a week live starting 
on Sunday, August 31 at 
midnight when the Carolina 
Panthers come up against the 
Washington Redskins. The 
-build-up to the second game 
starts on Monday, September 
I at 11:30 p.m. GMT with 
NFL Prime Monday fol- 
lowed by Super Bowl win- 
ners the Green Bay Packers 
against (he Chicago Bears at 
1:00 ajn. GMT. 

Orbit-ESPN Sports will air 
live coverage of NFL post- 
season and air live and satel- 
lite exclusive Super Bowl 
XXXH from San Diego oh 
Sunday, January 25, 1998. ' 
1997 NFL’s September 
schedule on Orbit-ESPN 
Sports 

September 9 01:00 

-Kansas City — Oakland 
• September 15 00:00 NY 
Jets — New England 
September 16 01:00 

Philadelphia — Dallas 
September 22 00:00 Miami 
— Tampa Bay 
September 23 01:00 Pitts- 
burgh — Jacksonville 
September 29 00:00 

Philad elphia — Minnesota 
September 30 01:00 San 
Francisco — Carolina 


GRAND CHEROKEE LAR 
- 4X4 , model 1995 
~ DUTY UNPAID— 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT 

Located at the Fourth Circle, opposite 
Prime Ministry, 2&3 bed flats, deluxe 
furniture, ail services available. 

Cali Tel.: 777916 / Mobile 079/39010 
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Bomb damages stadium 
planned for Olympics use 


GOETEBORG, Sweden (AP) — A 
powerful bomb rocked the main s ports 
Stadium in this western Swedish city 
early Monday, the latest in a Series of 
attack 5 that have jeopardised the 
country's bid for die Olympics in the 
year 2004. 

Police said the bomb exploded about 
2 sun. (0000 GMT) and no one Was 
injured. The Mast went off at an 
entrance to the new Ulievi Stadium 
and a roof section was badly dam- 


PLans call for the Goeteborg Stadi- 
um to be used as a site for Olympic 
soccer competition, if Stockholm is 
awarded the summer Games. 

But the latest attack raised new 
question about Stockholm's bid. 

“We are now concentrating on the 
vote in Lausanne and we aren't chang- 
ing chat plan,” said Goeran 
Laangsved, the chairman of the Stock- 
holm Olympics Candidacy Commit- 


tee. “What happened in Goeteborg is 
unfortunate, but doesn't change our 
plans." 

There were no suspects and no 
claims of responsibility in the bomb- 
ing, police spokesman Bengt Siaaf 
said. 

But Swedish television SVT report- 
ed that an anonymous caller to the 
Stockholm newspaper Aftonbladet 
warned shortly before the explosion 
that a bomb was about to go off, but 
gave no indications of when or where. 

It was the ninth attack on a sports 
facility in Sweden since the spring. 
All of tire others have taken place in 
the Stockholm area. 

On August 8, a bomb destroyed 
parts of the 85 -year-old Olympic Sta- 
dium in Stockholm. A shadowy 
extremist group claimed responsibili- 
ty for that attack, complaining that 
hosting the Olympics would be a mis- 
use of public money. 


The International Olympic Commit- 
tee votes on a site for the 2004 Sum- 
mer Games on September 5. and 
Stockholm is one of the candidate 
cities. The attacks and bombings have 
unsertied the IOC. 

Staaf, asked whether there was a 
connection between the Stockholm 
attacks and the Goeteborg bombing, 
replied: “Yes, you can certainlv think 
that." 

The stadium, with a capacity of 
45,000, was the site of the 1995 track 
and field world championships. 
Goeteborg, about 400 kilometres 
southwest of Stockholm, is Sweden's 
second- large st city with about 
450,000 people. 

The other candidate countries seek- 
ing the 2004 Olympics are Rome. 
Athens, Greece, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, and South Africa. 



Hie C4 frmm of Belarus celebrates their gold medal win at the World Canoeing 
Championships in Dartmouth. The team members, Alexandre Masseikov, 
Andrei Beliaev, Anatoli ReneiskL, and Vladimir Merinov won in 35.849 seconds 
(Reuters photo) 


FRENCH NATIVE MAN 


Seedorf 
for sale - 
for $ 1 47 
million 


MADRID (AFP) — Real 
Madrid midfielder 

Clarence Seedorf will cost 
any prospective buyer a 
cool $147 million, the 
Spanish champions said on 
Monday after amending his 
contract here. 

e 

Barcelona showing their 
admiration for the midfield 
star. Real have increased 
the buy-out clause in his 
contract by 1.000 per cent 
to 22.5 billion pesetas, a 
Spanish record. 

His contract at Real runs 


Barcelona's Dutch coach 
Louis Van Gaal is under- 
stood to be willing to break 
the bank to poach him. 

Seedorf, 21, has already 
won 23 Dutcb caps and is 
rapidly maturing into one 
of the finest talents in the 
game. He helped Real 
destroy Barcelona in their 
Spanish Super Cup at the 
weekend. 

His clubmate, Montene- 
grin Pedja Mijatovic, held 
the previous record for a 
buyout clause at 21 billion 
pesetas. 

Barcelona have similar 
arrangements, designed to 
ward off hostile bids, for 
their Brazilians Rivaldo 
and Sonny Anderson. 


1. For French private lessons 

2. Teaching in private school 


Tel. 82-35-37 



The U.S. Embassy in Amman has a vacancy for a 
Press Specialist to advise the Public Affairs and 
Press Officers In planning, programming and 
administering public diplomacy media programs and 
press events. Applicants must have a university 
degree preferably in liberal arts, journalism, political 
science, economics, international relations or 
related fields. 

Specialized training In press and publications, radio 
& TV preferred; 5-7 years experience in 
communications media as a journalist, broadcaster, 
advertising executive, public affairs officer, or 
combination of similar experience; fluency in spoken 
and written English and Arabic; ability to develop 
and maintain high level contacts in media and 
government circles; and good computer skills. 

Only qualified applicants who meet ail of the above 
should submit an application (available at Embassy 
gate) to the Personnel Officer prior to September 
10 i 1997. ‘ 
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ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER 
GEORGE CLOONEY 




UMA THURMAN 
ALICIA SILVERSTONE 


f FOR THE THIRD SUCCESSFUL!. WEEK AT 
CINEMA CONCORD 


VACANCY FOR A DRIVER 



(Fax 


No: 2168. Amman 

N o. 06-659540). 


Don’t miss — 

the Dana NATURE Breakfast! 

* Fri. 29 Aug. at 8-1 1 a.m. in Amman 

* ai the Wadi Dana Nature Shop 

* in the Jordan River Designs garden 
First Circle, 7th tum left off Rainbow Su 

Try this season’s harvest — 

fresh from Dana’s terraced gardens 

* village bread * green grapes * fruit yoghurt 

* local eggs * oil & za ’at ar- bread “Mongoush" 

* grape leather molban * herbal teas * dried 
tomatoes * raisins * served with Jordanian cheese, 
lebaneh & olives 

Taste the jams! 

* apricot * plum * fig * gripe * apple 

Organically grown — no pesticides! 

eserve now! Call 613081/2 (4-7 p-m.) 

* adults JD&500 *dukfren JD4* catered by boota@cafe 

helping nature helping people 
* In Jordan's largest nature reserve 

The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 
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Iran’s new foreip minister 
says ready to talk with EU 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
new ■ foreign minister, 
Kanial Kharazi, said on 
Monday that he was open 
to any meetings with his 
European Union (EU) 
counterparts in a bid to 
improve strained relations. 

“We have no problem in 
meeting,” Mr. Kharazi said 
when asked about the pos- 
sibility of meeting with a 
troika of EU foreign minis- 
ters on the sidelines of a 
U.N.'s General Assembly 
meeting in New York. 

“We have not yet 
received such a proposal, 
but we have no problem in 
meeting them” Mr. 
Kharazi said in his first 
comments on troubled EU 


relations since becoming 
foreign minister last week 
under Iran's new moderate 
president, Mohammad 
Khatami. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said last 
week that he hoped foe a 
new start in relations 
between the EU and Iran 
after the new government 
was formed in Tehran. 

“There is a possibility for 
a new start in the relation- 
ship between EU nations 
and Iran," said Mr. KinkeL, 
adding that the European 
Union was ready for talks. 

Relations between the 
EU and Tehran soured alter 
EU members recalled their 
ambassadors when a Berlin 


court ruled in April that top 
Iranian leaders were linked 
to the 1992 murder of four 
Kurdish Iranian dissidents 
in Germany. 

Former Ir anian President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said earlier this 
month that some EU 
envoys could return to 
Tehran but not me German 
ambassador, but Mr. Mr. 
Kinkel said discrimination 
against some ambassadors 
was unacceptable. 

“Iran is responsible for 
‘Mykonos,’ not we," said 
Kinkel, referring to the 
Greek restaurant in Berlin, 
where the Kurdish Iranians 
were gunned down five 
years ago. 


Iran paper says U.S. should stop 
charges against Iran before talks 


TEHRAN (Rl — An 
Iranian newspaper said 
Monday the U.S. should 
stop its “bankrupt” 
charges against Iran before 
the Islamic Republic could 
agree to talks with 
Washington. 

The Tehran Times daily, 
seen as closely reflecting 
the view of Iran's foreign 
ministry, listed four condi- 
tions which were “sacro- 
sanct... and stated over and 
over again for nearly two 
decades.” 

Washington had to “stop 
hostile words and deeds 
towards the Islamic - 
Republic. Start under- 
standing and respecting 
the Islamic revolution and 
its values. Stop baseless 
charges against Iran and 


start releasing frozen 
Iranian assets in the 
United States” the paper 
said. 

The new administration 
of Iran’s President 
Mohammad Khatami, a 
moderate Shiite Muslim 
cleric, has given rise to 
speculation of a possible 
resumption of dialogue 
between (he two arch-foes. 

Washington and Tehran 
have had no diplomatic 
ties since 1980. Mr. 
Kh atami was sworn into 
office August 4 after win- 
ning a landslide election 
victory last May. 

Washington last week 
said it was willing to enter 
conditional talks with 
Iranian officials to discuss 
Tehran’s opposition to the 


Middle East peace 
process, its support of 
international terrorism and 
its desire for nuclear 
weapons. 

“Old habits die hard. 
These bankrupt charges 
even fail to amuse fools ” 
the Tehran Times said 
Monday. 

Tehran has consistently 
denied these charges, say- 
ing that Washington and a 
strong Jewish lobby were 
trying to isolate Tehran in 
order to sell arms to Iran's 
oil-rich Gulf Arab neigh- 
bours and justify its mili- 
tary presence in the region. 

Reports that the U.S. 
showed willingness to dis- 
cuss these topics have 
been met with derision in 
the Iranian media. 


In Iran, 4 America’ still seen 
as a dreaded and bad word 


•» .1 
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TEHRAN (R) — Just say- 
ing the word “America” 
can cause problems in Iran, 
even for local non-govern- 
mental groups seeking to 
promote understanding 
between people of the two 
countries. 

The latest episode to 
highlight the sensitivity to 
the dreaded a- word has 
emerged from an invitation 
issued by an Iranian 
women's group for 
American women to come 
to the Islamic Republic. 

Iran's women’s solidarity 
association has invited five 
American women acade- 
mics to the country — the 
first time since ties 
between the two countries 
were severed in 1980 — a 
source affiliated to the 
association said. 

The association itself, 
although it is headed by a 
daughter of Iran’s former 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, was reluctant 
in public to go as far as 
confirming that the visitors 
would indeed come from 
America. 

“Following the willing- 
ness of five foreign 
women...to familiarise 
themselves with the real 
status of women in Iran, 
the women's solidarity 


association has invited 
them to come to Iran,” a 
statement issued by the 
■ group said. . . . 

“The association regards 
this visit as an answer to 
the negative propaganda of 
the Western news media 
about Ir anian women,” the 
statement sent to Reuters 
said. 

When asked to confirm 
that the invitation was for 
American women, a 
spokeswoman said, “all 
our information is in the 
statement.” 

Newspapers have repott- 
ed that the visit would take 
place later this month. 

The reluctance to go pub- 
lic on any form of ties with 
the U.S. is understandable 
in a political arena where 
conservatives and revolu- 
tionaries wilt denounce 
anyone wanting to edge 
towards the U.S. * 

Iran's new culture minis- 
ter, Aiaollah Mohajerani, 
was blasted by conserva- 
tive deputies in parliament 
last week for advocating 
back in 1990 a resumption 
of talks with Washington. 

The criticism for his ear- 
lier views nearly cost Mr. 
Mohajerani his new job in 
Iranian President 

Mohammad Khatami’s 


cabinet as deputies threat- 
ened not to pass its neces- 
sary vote of confidence on 
the 43-year-old trained his- 
torian. 

“America is the dreaded 
word here. When you use 
it, use it carefully,” said 
one analyst. 

Iran's media have also 
derided comments in .the 
past days from the U.S. 
State Department that it 
would be w illin g to have 
conditional talks with 
Iranian officials on 
Tehran's opposition to the 
Middle East peace process 
and its alleged support of 
international terrorism and 
its desire for nuclear 
weapons. 

Iran has repeatedly 
denied U.S. charges of ter- 
rorism and its media say 
Mr. Khatami's new admin- 
istration does not mean a 
change in Tehran's stance 
towards Washington. 

Iran accuses Washington 
of deliberately misrepre- 
senting the Islamic repub- 
lic to isolate Tehran. 

For the time being it 
appears the only safe way 
to use the U.S. word is in 
the context of “Death to 
America.” a 'regular chant 
at popular gatherings 
across Iran. 


Britons in Cyprus charged 
for fabricating rape claim 


LARNACA (R) — A 
British woman and her 
boyfriend walked free 
Monday after being fined 
by a court for fabricating a 
rape claim. 

The district court of 
Famagusta fined Susan 
Michelle Warburton,- 30, 
and boyfriend Paul Gfeorge 
Shearsmith, $645 on 

charges of public mischief 
and conspiracy. 

The two had pleaded 
guilty to the charge. 

The couple, holiday- 
makers from Stockport^ 
filed a complaint with 
police last week that 
Warburton was raped in 
her hotel room at the 
southeastern resort of 
Protaras by a hotel 
employee. 


They later retracted the 
complaint. Police said they 
fabricated the story think- 
ing they could claim com- 
pensation from an insur- 
ance company. 

The couple hugged one 
another as they left the 
court. 

• Only two weeks ago, a 
different judge of the same 
court imposed a four- 
month sentence on Irish 
tourist Annette Mangan, 
22, for filing a complaint 
that she was gang-raped by 

three Irishmen. She 

retracted the statement 

under interrogation. 

Mr. Mangan, a computer 
factory worker from 
Dublin, is now serving her 
sentence at a prison in 
Nicosia. 


Her Cypriot lawyers 
have filed a request for a 
remission of her sentence, 
seeking clemency from the 
Cyprus attorney-general. 

Should the request be 
granted, the attorney-gen- 
eral would recommend to 
Cypriot President Glafcos 
Clerides that Mangan be 
pardoned. 

“We are confident we 
will bave an answer by the 
end of this week,” one of 
Mangan 's lawyers said. 

The Famagusta district 
court, which has the 
southeastern resort town of 
Ayia Napa in its jurisdic- 
tion, is usually swamped 
with cases during the sum- 
mer months involving 
tourists charged with mak- 
ing false claims. 



PALESTINIANS DONT THINK KINDLY OF BIBI: Palestinian protesters hold pro-Arafat and anti- 
Israel banners, during a demonstration held in Gaza City Monday, some banners declared Netanyahu is 
Hitler (see story on page 1) (AFP photo) 


Japan criticises Netanyahu on 
measures against Palestinians 

Japanese may build car plant 
at Israeli-PNA industrial park 


TOKYO (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu ran into criticism 
from Japanese officials 
Monday for his three-week- 
old closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

But Mr. Netanyahu, in 
Tokyo seeking greater 
Japanese investment, gave 
no indication of when the 
ban might be lifted, saying 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat had not done enough 
yet on security cooperation. 

Israel sealed off the West 
Bank and Gaza, barring 
thousands of Palestinians 
from jobs in Israel four 
weeks ago. 

“^explained that this poli- 
cy is connected solely to the 
issue of security, ’’ Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israel army 
radio in remarks broadcast 
from Tokyo. 

“If there is cooperation 
with the Palestinians on... 
fighting terrorism — includ- 
ing passing on information 
[to Israel] from interroga- 
tions when they finally 
arrest and question people 
— this will make it easier 
for us to lift the closure,” he 
said 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto raised 
the issue with Me. 
Netanyahu in a two-hour 
meeting that Japanese offi- 
cials said was conducted in 
a “friendly but candid 
atmosphere.” 

The officials said Mr. 
Hashimoto emphasised the 
importance for Israel in tak- 
ing positive initiatives for 
peace in the Middle East so 
Arabs could end their “pes- 
simism.'’ 

Mr. Netanyahu told Israeli 
army radio that although 
Japan had reservations, “it 
has not linked Israeli- 
Japanese economic ties or 
their development to our 
closure policy” 

Mr. Netanyahu came in for 
further sharp questioning on 
Israel’s policies at a news 
conference, where he put all 
the blame for the breakdown 
of the Middle East peace 
process on Mr. Arafat 

Recent bombing attacks 
were the result of “the fail- 
ure of the Palestinian 
authorities and of Arafat to 
keep the pledge he gave to 
my predecessor, Rabin,” Mr. 


Netanyahu said. 

Asked if Israeli actions 
since he took office last year 
were behind air unravelling 
of the peace process, Mr. 
Netanyahu said it was Mr. 
Arafat’s side that had not 
kept its pledges under the 
Oslo accord on Palestinian 
autonomy. 

“[The Palestinians] did not 
jail the terrorists — in fact, I 
saw the other day that Arafat 
embraced them, even kissed 
them.” Mr. Netanyahu said. 

“Israel, which is keeping 
its Oslo accord commit- 
ments, is accused of violat- 
ing them, the Palestinians, 
who violate the accords, are 
praised for keeping them.” 

Accompanied by Finance 
Minister Yaacov Nee man 
and a big delegadon of 
Israeli business leaders, Mr. 
Netanyahu is spending three 
days in Japan before travel- 
ling to South Korea 
Wednesday on a similar 
mission. He returns home 
Thursday. 

Hehvily dependent on 
Arab oil. Japan and South 
Korea have always walked a 
delicate diplomatic line in 
business ties with Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s mission 
to Japan and South Korea is 
to keep the economic ties 
moving particularly given 
the latest turmoil. 

He called on Japan to 
overcome “fashionable 
gloom” about Israel and 
explore investing in his 
countrv. 

m 

“I’m an inside trader in the 
peace department” Mr. 
Netanyahu told the news 
conference, a refrain he also 
used in meetings with 
Japanese business leaders. 

He touted the scientific 
prowess of his nation, which 
he said had become one of 
“the pre-eminent technolog- 
ical powers in the world” 
through spin-offs from mili- 
tary research and an influx 
of educated immigrants 
from Russia. , 

Ml Netanyahu said he 
gave Mr. Hashimoto a joint 
Israeti-Jordan request for 
Japan's help in a major 
water purification project 
because solving water dis- 
putes was a key to easing 
tensions between Israel and 
itslDeighbours. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Japanese are negotiating 
with Israel and the 
Palestinians to set up a vehi- 
cle assembly plant in an 
industrial area near Gaza 
that would employ 500 
Palestinians, an Israeli busi- 
nessman said Monday. 

During a visit this week to 
Japan, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is try- 
ing to persuade Tokyo to 
give companies the green 
Light to invest in Israel 
despite the faltering peace 
process with the 
Palestinians. 

The car factory at the Erez 
industrial area. on the Gaza 
border with Israel has 
received the okay from both 
the Palestinians and Israelis 
but not yet from the 
Japanese, said Kobi Cohen, 
the chairman of Erez entre- 
preneurs. 

“The Japanese are looking 
very positively at this. If they 
do bring it here, it would 
help in a big way,” Mr. 
Cohen told Agence France 
Presse. “We really need 
these deals to help improve 
the ties between us and help 
Palestinian families.” 

The three sides have held 
talks on the project for about 
six months, he added. 

The 41,000 square metre 
factory would be part of a 
larger complex planned to 
expand the zone to employ 
120.000 workers when com- 
pleted by 2000. The Israeli- 
controlled industrial zone 
now employs about 3,500 
Palestinians. 

Bui Israeli media reported 
Monday that Japanese offi- 
cials had told Mr. Netanyahu 
that investment in such pro- 
jects as part of improved 
economic ties between Israel 
and Japan would depend on 
progress in the peace 
process. 

. Japan is one of the main 
donors to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) . 
led by Yasser Arafat. 

Accompanied by 24 busi- 
ness people on his four-day 
visir to Japan which began 
Sunday.' Mr. Netanyahu 
hoped to persuade Japanese 
Prune Minis ter Ryu taro 


Hashimoto that expanded 
economic relations must not 
depend on the peace process, 
the Haaretz newspaper 
reported. 

The peace process has 
ground to a halt since Ml 
Netanyahu was elected in 
May last year. The 
Palestinians pulled out of 
negotiations in March when 
Israel began work on a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

The prime minis ter sought 
to convince the Japanese 
government not to hamper 
Israeli-Japanese -business 
ties, the Haaretz reported. 

. . “There.is a.cextaui dynam- 
ic and therefore I’m not .cer- 
tain the government of Japan 
is able, even if it would like 
to. to arrest the momentum.'’ 
Mr. Netanyahu told Haaretz 
Sunday. IThere Is no doubt 
the Japanese are very cau- 
tious about stability in the 
Middle East” Mr. 
Netanyahu told the newspa- 
per. 

Israeli exports to Japan fell 
last year by S.9 per cent 
although that was partially 
due to the devaluation of the 
yen against the dollar and 
consequential rise in the cost 
of Israeli products in Japan. 

When die peace process 
was going strong under the 
former Labour government 
in 1995. Israeli exports to 
Japan rose by 55 per cent 

Haaretz reported that the 
Japanese had tried to con- 
vince Ml Netanyahu to 
postpone his visit due to the 
rising tensions in the peace 
process but that the Israeli 
leader insisted the trip go 
ahead as planned. 

Mr. Netanyahu got his 
way, but the visit remains 
unofficial. 

Israel has been critical of 
Japan, which depends on the 
Middle East for its oil sup- 
plies, for having quietly 
gone along with an Arab-led 
boycott of Israeli products 
prior to the first Israel- 
Palestinian peace accord in 
1993. 

Mr. Netanyahu, .is also 
scheduled to visit South 
Korea and Azerbaijan before 
heading home on Friday. 


World economy held 4 hostage’ if Iran 

■ 

■ 

gets missile technology — Netanyahu 


TOKYO (AJT>) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said Monday the 
world economy risked 
being “taken hostage” if 
Iran acquired advanced mis- 
sile technology. 

“If Iran acquires ballistic 
missiles that could teach 
thousands of kilometres, not 
only Israel would be in dan- 
ger, but many many other 
countries in the world,” Mr. 
Netanyahu told a news con- 
ference. 

“Many interests, including 
your own would be jeopar- 
dised,” he told the National 


Press Club of Japan on the 
second day of a four-day 
official visit. 

The Israeli prime minister 
warned that if Iran acquired 
advanced missile technolo- 
gy “the whole world econo- 
my could be taken hostage.” 

“So it is in the interest of 
Israel, for Russia, for Japan, 
fQC every, countries, ta pre : 
vent this from taking place” 
he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said bad 
raised the issue of ‘the flow 
of Russian missile technolo- 
gy to Iran" in talks with 
President Boris Yeltsin. 


He played down reports 
that relations between Israel 
and Russia had reached cri- 
sis point over Russian mili- 
tary aid to help Iran develop 
long-range missiles. 

“I wouldn't describe it as 
a crisis situation at all," he 
said, adding, “relations are 
getting better in all aspects.” 

But Mr. .Netanyahu said, 
that as a consequence of 
missile technology transfer, 
“the flow of oil [from 
Russia] would be jeopar- 
dised.” 

Israel television reported 
that Mr. Netanyahu sent 


Russian Foreign Mini ster 
Yevgeni Primakov a strong- 
ly-worded. message on 
Thursday protesting at 

Russia's cooperation- with 
Iran, and called a meeting of 
his inner security cabinet to 
discuss the issue. 

A report in the Israeli 
Maariv newspaper last 
month said Iran is in the 
final stages of developing a 
missile with a range of 
1,100 kilometres, and that it 
has started research into a 
missile with a ranee of 
2,000 kilometres. 
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Michael Jackson 
charity finances 

probed in Britain 

LONDON (AFP) - ^ 

inquiry has been opened 
into the financial affaiis of 

the British branch of a ^ - fr ne s 
charity set up by U.S. pop , 

singer Michael Jackson .,*r tirt 1 *- 

the British charities author- « ,inl 

ity said Monday. The 0 
Charity Commission said it . d.-tu ' 

was studying - the accounts ^ .. ’ « : - v,c 
of Heal the World, setup in J- - ^ - r 

1992, after discovering that 

a “significant" proportion 
of its British funds went on 
administrative, costs. In 
June, Britain's Channel 5 
television said that the 
body, devoted to children 
and the environment, had 
made no donations (hiring 
the last three years and reg- j • k co <ol v,? 
isrered a deficit in 1995. Jr 
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No room on the 
runway for basketball 
star ShaqOle O’Neal 
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HONG KONG (AFP) — 
He may be a giant for bas- 
ketball fans around the 
world, but for Hong Kong's 
airport authorities, he's jus 
small fry. L.A. Lakers star 
Shaquille O'Neal had to 
resort to unconventional 
means for getting to Hong L 
Kong after the airport said 
its landing schedule was 
filled with international jet- 
liners and no room could 
be. made for his twin- 
engine executive plane. 
O'Neal landed instead at 
the new and under-used 
airport at Macau, on the 
other side of the Pearl 
River Delta, and had to 
take a one-hour jetfoil to 
get to Hong Kong. 

Crocodile electrocuted 
biting off more 
than he can chew 
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jiirun of 
jar in Bahrain 


, ■ i 


- ' I 


xt 


,.iL 


* . . I 


- s 


m ■■ ■ 

I " - ' 

1 ^ . 7 


— * l 


l - 
li .- 


- 


ZURICH (AFP) — A pet 
crocodile died when he 
tried to chomp through the 
electric heating system of 
his enclosure in his owner's 
Zurich apartment, police 
here said Monday. The 17- 
year-old croc, which was 
brought back from Papua 
New Guinea and which -- 
measured more than ra 
metre, was electrocuted a-four Milas 
Saturday. His owner car- 
ried him to the local pfi fcs 
station and asked for hi into- 
be put into cold storage. 

The crocodile will be 
stuffed and exhibited in a 
museum. 




L .5. 




4 ^ i 


i r j.o - 




rs 

tiered in Algeria 

T ■ f | « r - :-. 

-■ m v — Vat*-- 

m 

* -■■■ - T 

■ Jal " ■ "to 

■ «- v. : 


D.s. 




■S-r i.Fr 
J '• ■ T--, 


; ^ oiC 


* ->^i 

• ■ ■ m • 

a ere 


lour i 


" 1 i; 

■ ■ to— l 




er. 


ere 


Mystery trio parachute 
from medieval 
Italian tower 

SIENNA (AFP) — A mys- 
terious bio parachuted 
from the top of the 
medieval tower in the main .* | W| Mi"n.e; re< 
square of Sienna, cenmi hu- been the 
Italy, before disappearing •*'"! numer--u- Drevi- 
into the crowd of bemused 
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tourists, police said 
Monday. The two men and ^3: ; 
a woman posed as regular < i>; 
tourists to go up the Del s 8i ,- r . e J 
Mangia tower on Sunday. •*> , jrjl j ‘ j;" 
But once at the top, they ^ 
unpacked parachutes hid- ~ 
den in rucksacks, and one 
after the other leapt from nisn \Jaoj st 
the parapet. On landing in " , 

the square below — scene Kill Civilian 
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of the famous annual ^ . 
horserace “D Paiio" — they * . u Ucrr .', 

" : lar^ c r .> 

-*,i . ** hi {ri-? 

•-ci L-li ^ 


■ suerr- 11 ' 

folded their chutes and ,l1 -' shot 


melted away. 

Conservative party 
leader trys to shake 
off austere image 
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LONDON (AFP) 

Conservative Party leader * ■ ir,, 'in.. e 
William Hague joined ^ 
thousands of reveUerf^ Hiu, m hii u 
London’s Notting Hffi ; V^cr. JVpl.V 
Camival on Monday. The '' L> ' 
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z li 
'Am 

tfi 

bv 


MlTCl Jtttuvai, UOUJ iuiiM— ■ 

the west of the city into 3 ; Th e 
rainbow of colour as more ^y, ( i . ■ r ?^nisa- 

than 120 floats paraded .^ lT b rt;e ' another 

through the streets. Since i'' s .®SO in 

becoming Conservative ,^1 . | . - billing. 

Party leader this summer, killed 

Hague, who is 36, has been . N[ ■ uncelj in 
trying to shake off an aus- :(,* ,lr ^Hegedjv 
tere image and appear mbfe ^ ^ ni > forced 
relaxed. -The opposition 7* * v . ^ 

leader turned up at the car- 

nival without a tie and jack- . 'ir-, p J Kurd) 


a 

istan 


et and with shirt sleeves M* guenillic 

roiled up. His fiancee wore .•*. Kurdish 
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Bermuda shorts. 
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